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          Maundy Thursday Service 
 

 

Pre-Service Personal Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, in the sacrament of Holy 
Communion you give us your true body and blood for the forgiveness of our 
sins and as a remembrance of your suffering and death on the cross. Grant 
us so firmly to believe your words and promise that we may always partake 
of this sacrament to our eternal good. In Your name we pray, Amen.  

 
Tonight’s Order of Service 

 
Greeting and Prayer 
 
Opening Hymn 445 When You Woke that Thursday Morning 
 

1 When You woke that Thursday morning, Savior, teacher, faithful friend, 
Thoughts of self and safety scorning, Knowing how the day would end; 

Lamb of God, foretold for ages, Now at last the hour had come 
When but One could pay sin’s wages; You assumed their dreadful sum. 

 

2 Never so alone and lonely, Longing with tormented heart 
To be with Your dear and only For a quiet hour apart; 

Sinless Lamb and fallen creature, One last paschal meal to eat, 
One last lesson as their teacher, Washing Your disciples feet. 

 

3 What was there that You could give them That would never be outspent, 
What great gift that would outlive them, What last will and Testament? 

“Show me and the world you love Me, Know me as the Lamb of God: 
Do this in remembrance of Me, Eat this body, drink this blood.” 

 

4 One in faith, in love united, All one body, You the head, 
When we meet, by You invited, You are with us as You said. 

One with You and one another In a unity sublime, 
See in us Your sister, brother, One in ev’ry place and time. 

 

5 One day all the Church will capture That bright vision glorious, 
And Your saints will know the rapture That Your heart desired for us, 
When the longed for peace and union Of the Greatest and the least 

Meet in joyous, blest communion In Your never-ending feast. 

 
The Invocation and Opening Responsive 
We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen!  
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The Confession and Absolution of Sins 

We come before our Holy God admitting that we are sinful and need His forgiveness. 
P Let us confess our sins unto God, calling upon His 

exceedingly abundant grace to grant us forgiveness. 

C O Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, I, a poor 
miserable sinner confess unto You all my sins and 
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 
justly deserve Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray to You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of my Savior Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor sinful being.  

P Upon this your confession, I announce the grace of God unto you, 
and in the stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen.  
 

Lenten Hymn of Praise (Hymn 543:1-3 What Wondrous Love Is This)  
A song glorifying and praising God for our redemption. 
 

1 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this That caused the Lord of bliss 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 
 

2 When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 
When I was sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down Beneath God's righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 

3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 
To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb, Who is the great I AM. 
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing. 

While millions join the theme, I will sing. 

 
The Prayer for the Day 
The main thoughts for the day are collected together in this prayer. 

P Let us pray. . . through Christ Jesus, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.  
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Gospel Reading: Matthew 26:20-29 
When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. 21 And as 

they were eating, he said, "Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me." 22 
And they were very sorrowful and began to say to him one after another, 
"Is it I, Lord?" 23 He answered, "He who has dipped his hand in the dish with 
me will betray me. 24 The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe 
to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been 
better for that man if he had not been born." 25 Judas, who would betray 
him, answered, "Is it I, Rabbi?" He said to him, "You have said so." 26 Now 
as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and 
gave it to the disciples, and said, "Take, eat; this is my body." 27 And he took 
a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, "Drink of it, 
all of you, 28 for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you I will not drink again of this 
fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's 
kingdom." 
 

Epistle Reading: 1 Corinthians 11:23-29 
For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord 

Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it, and said, "This is my body which is for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me." 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after 
supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 26 For as often as you eat this bread 
and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 27 
Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 
unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 
28 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of 
the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body 
eats and drinks judgment on himself.    
 

Lenten Confession of Faith  

From Luther’s Large Catechism Explanation to the 2nd Article of the Apostles Creed 
C I believe that Jesus Christ, God’s true Son, has become my Lord. He 

has redeemed me from sin, from the devil, from death, and from 
all evil. He is the Lord of life, righteousness, every blessing, and 
salvation. He has delivered us poor, lost people from hell’s jaws, 
has won us, has made us free, and has brought us again into the 
Father’s favor and grace. He has taken us as His own property 
under His shelter and protection so that He may govern us by His 
righteousness, wisdom, power, life, and blessedness. This is most 
certainly true. 
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Hymn 629 What Is This Bread 
 

1. What is this bread? Christ’s body risen from the dead: 
This bread we break, This life we take, Was crushed to pay for our release. 

   Oh, taste and see – The Lord is peace. 
 

2. What is this wine? The blood of Jesus shed for mine; 
The cup of grace Brings His embrace Of life and love, and so I sing: 

    Oh, taste and see – The Lord is King. 
 

3. So who am I, That I should live and He should die 
Under the rod, My God my God Why have you not forsaken me? 

Oh, taste and see -- the Lord is free. 
 

4. Yet is God here? Oh, yes! By Word and promise clear. 
In mouth and soul He makes us whole – Christ, truly present in this meal. 

Oh, taste and see – The Lord is real. 
 

5. Is this for me? I am forgiven and set free! 
I do believe That I receive His very body and His blood. 

Oh, taste and see -- The Lord is good. 

 

LENTEN MEDITATION                     “THE CRUCIAL HOURS” 

The Three Unions in Holy Communion 
I. Bread and wine with body and blood. 

II. Sinners and God. 

III. Believers with one another. 

1 Corinthians 10:16-17 NKJV The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not 
the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it 
not the communion of the body of Christ? For we, though many, are one 
bread and one body; for we all partake of that one bread. 

 
Offertory Hymn 422 On My Heart Imprint Your Image 
 

On my heart imprint Your image, Blessed Jesus, King of Grace,  
That life's riches, cares, and pleasures Never may Your work erase;  

Let the clear inscription be: Jesus, crucified for me,  
Is my life, my hope's Foundation, And my Glory and Salvation. 
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Prayer of the Church – The Lord’s Prayer 
The petitions of the congregation are presented to the Lord. 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Service of the Sacrament 
In this special Maundy Thursday service, we use the “Christian Questions” prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those 
who intend to go to the Lord’s Supper. 

P Do you believe that you are a sinner? 

C Yes, I believe that I am a sinner.     

P How do you know this?  

C I know this from the Ten Commandments, which I have not kept.  

P Are you sorry for your sins?  

C Yes, I am sorry that I have sinned against God. 

P What have you deserved to receive from God because of your sins?  

C I have deserved His anger and displeasure, temporal death, and 
eternal damnation.  

P Do you also hope to be saved? 

C Yes, this is my hope.  

P Whom do you then trust?  

C I trust in my dear Lord, Jesus Christ.  

P Who is Christ?  

C Christ is God’s Son, true God and man.      

P How many gods are there? 

C There is only one God, but three Persons: Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  

P What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?  

C He shed His blood for me and died for me on the cross for the 
forgiveness of my sins.  

P Did the Father also die for you?  

C No, the Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is true 
God and true man; He shed His blood and died for me.   

P How do you know this?  

C I know this from the holy Gospel and from the words of the 
Sacrament and by His body and blood which are given me as a 
pledge in the Sacrament.   

P These are those Words of God: 
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Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took 
bread. And when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His 
disciples, saying, “Take, eat. This is My body, which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.”  
In the same way He took the cup, after supper, gave thanks, and 
gave it to them saying, “Drink of it, all of you. This cup is the new 
covenant in My blood, which is shed for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Come, Let Us Eat (Hymn 626) 

As we approach the Table of Forgiveness, we sing of the spiritual blessings of receiving our Lord’s body and blood.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Distribution of the Sacrament 
 

Communion Today is for Members Only Please 
We don't judge anyone's faith, but we do stand up for our own. The Bible teaches what we call "Close 
Communion," that is, God wants you to commune only with those people with whom you are agreed 
in ALL the Bible's teachings. This belief is based upon the Bible passage listed below as well as 1 
Corinthians 11:26-30 (see above). Therefore, if you are a guest with us today, and BEFORE you come 
up to commune with us, you'll want to find out if our church teaches what the Bible does! The pastor 
would be happy to discuss this with you at your convenience!  

1 Corinthians 1:10 "Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you 
be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment."  
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Thanksgiving Hymn 619:1-2 Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior 
We give thanks and praise the LORD for the forgiveness of sins received in the Sacrament. 
 

1 Thy body, giv’n for me, O Savior, Thy blood which Thou for me didst shed,  
These are my life and strength forever, By them my hungry soul is fed.  

Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood Be for my soul the highest good!  
 

2 With Thee, Lord, I am now united; I live in Thee and Thou in me.  
No sorrow fills my soul, delighted It finds its only joy in Thee. 

Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood Be for my soul the highest good!  

 
The Benediction  
The blessing given by God for His people (Numbers 6:24-26) 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

C Amen!  

 
Closing Hymn 619:5 Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior 
 

My heart has now become Thy dwelling, O blessèd, holy Trinity.  
With angels I, Thy praises telling, Shall live in joy eternally. 

Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood Be for my soul the highest good! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE: We hope you will join us tomorrow and Sunday! 

Good Friday Tenebrae Service, April 3 at 7:00pm 
(Easter Sunday Brunch, April 5 at 10:00am) 
Easter Sunday Worship Service, April 5 at 11:00am 

 

OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT: The normal collection of the offering has been omitted 
from this service. If you have a special Maundy Thursday offering that you wish to 
contribute, please deposit it in one of the gold plates on the altar or use the $CashApp on 
your mobile device. The church’s $cashtag is “$clcmtzion”. 
 
 
 

LIVESTREAM on                        @MtZionLutheranChurch 
 

SERMON PODCAST on                       @TheWordFromMtZion 
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