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           1st Sunday after Christmas 
         

 

Pre-Service Personal Prayer: Dear Child of Bethlehem, our Lord and Savior, use 
us as witnesses of Your salvation. Accomplish this great work with our family, 
friends, and close neighbors, then, as you have commanded, to all the world. 
Keep You and Your cross at the center of every message we bring, for there is no 
other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved. Amen. 
 

Today’s Worship! 
 

Greeting and Prayer 
 

Opening Hymn 361 O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight. 

 

2 For Christ is born of Mary, And gathered all above 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep Their watch of wond'ring love. 

O morning stars, together Proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the king And peace to all the earth! 

 

3 How silently, how silently The wondrous gift is giv'n! 
So God imparts to human hearts The blessings of His heav'n. 

No ear may hear His coming; But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him, still The dear Christ enters in. 

 

4 O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel! 

 

The Invocation 
We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen!  
 

The Confession and Absolution of Sins  
We come before our Holy God admitting that we are sinful and need His forgiveness. 

P Beloved of God: Let us draw near with a true heart, and confess 
our sins to God our Father, asking Him, in the Name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to grant forgiveness: 
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C Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer: we confess that we 
are sinful by nature, and have sinned against You in our 
thoughts, words, and actions. We have not loved You above all 
things. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. Have 
mercy on us, and for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, forgive us 
our sins.  

P God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His 
only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a 
called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your 
sins in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
The Response of the Redeemed (Hymn 390) 
A hymn glorifying and praising our God for our redemption. 

 
The Prayer for the Day 
The main thoughts for the day are collected together in this prayer. 

P Let us pray. . . through Christ Jesus, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.  

 
Scripture Reading: Romans 10:9-15 

If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with 
the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one 
confesses and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, "Everyone who 
believes in him will not be put to shame." 12 For there is no distinction 
between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his 
riches on all who call on him. 13 For "everyone who calls on the name of 
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the Lord will be saved." 14 How then will they 
call on him in whom they have not believed? 
And how are they to believe in him of whom 
they have never heard? And how are they to 
hear without someone preaching? 15 And how 
are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is 
written, "How beautiful are the feet of those 
who preach the good news!" 
 
Christmas Creed  
We boldly confess what we believe. 

C  I believe in God the Father Almighty, who sent His Son to be my 
Savior. 

And I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, my Lord, the long-
promised Messiah, Who came as foretold, being conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, announced by the 
angels, worshipped by the shepherds, adored by the Wise Men, 
Who lived to suffer, die, and rise again, to free me from all sin, 
from death, and from the power of the devil. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, Who has brought me to faith in 
my Savior, and by whose work in my heart I rejoice in my 
salvation, walk in Christ, show forth His praises, and will one 
day live and reign with Him in all eternity.  

Amen.  

 
Hymn 393 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 
 

1 Infant holy, Infant lowly, For His bed a cattle stall; 
Oxen lowing, Little knowing 
Christ the child is Lord of all. 

Swiftly winging, Angels singing, 
Bells are ringing, Tidings bringing: 

Christ the child is Lord of all! 
Christ the child is Lord of all! 

 

2 Flocks were sleeping, Shepherds keeping Vigil till the morning new 
Saw the glory, Heard the story, 

Tidings of a Gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, Free from sorrow, 

Praises voicing, Greet the morrow: 
Christ the child was born for you! 
Christ the child was born for you! 
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The Sermon: Matthew 1:18-23 NKJV 
Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary 

was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found 
with child of the Holy Spirit. 19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just 
man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put 
her away secretly. 20 But while he thought about these things, behold, 
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of 
David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21 "And she will bring forth a Son, 
and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their 
sins." 22 So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
by the Lord through the prophet, saying: 23 "Behold, the virgin shall be 
with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel," 
which is translated, "God with us." 
 

Theme: DO THEY KNOW IT’S CHRISTMAS?  
 

Guest Preacher: Missionary Bruce Naumann of Arusha, Tanzania 

 
 
 
 

 
The Offertory 
Having heard God’s Word, we ask Him to spiritually heal us, giving us the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
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The Offering of Thankful Hearts  
In tangible evidence of our gratitude, we offer the Lord the gift of our money, remembering that He has first given to us that we 
might have to give to Him. If you wish to give your church offering electronically, you can do so by using the CashApp on your mobile 
device. The church’s $cashtag is “$clcmtzion”. While the usher brings the offering plate forward we sing the following hymn verse  

(127:3): As they offered gifts most rare At Thy cradle, rude and bare, 
So may we with holy joy, Pure and free from sin’s alloy, 

All our costliest treasures bring Christ to Thee our heav’nly King! 

 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Church – The Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Benediction  
The blessing given by God for His people (Numbers 6:24-26) 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

C Amen! 

 
Closing Hymn 388 Go Tell It on the Mountain 
 

[Refrain]: Go, tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and everywhere; 
Go, tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born. 

 

1 While shepherds kept their watching O'er silent flocks by night, 
Behold, throughout the heavens There shone a holy light. [Refrain] 

 

2 The shepherds feared and trembled When lo! above the earth 
Rang out the angel chorus That hailed our Savior's birth. [Refrain] 

 

3 Down in a lowly manger Our humble Christ was born, 
And God sent us salvation That blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain] 
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LIVESTREAM on                        @MtZionLutheranChurch 
 

SERMON PODCAST on                       @TheWordFromMtZion 
 

Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are used by permission through Concordia Publishing House License #000014224 or OneLicense.net #A-732884. 
All Rights reserved. Used by permission. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Worship at Mt. Zion 

We have a singular goal in our worship: “Walk prudently 

when you go to the house of God; and draw near to hear 

rather than to give the sacrifice of fools.” (Ecc. 5:1 NKJV) 

Our service follows the historic Biblical style of using a 

liturgy. The liturgy is meant to give order and structure to the 

worship service. We try to keep our worship respectful in 

order to foster an atmosphere which allows us to focus on the 

power of God’s Word. Our service is also meant to be 

reflective so that each individual can hear, understand, and 

meditate upon the wonderful works of God! (Acts 2:11) 

The Bible teaches that God creates and sustains faith in a 

person’s heart through the power of His Word: Romans 1:16: 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God 

for salvation to everyone who believes.” In our fast-paced 

society, meditative and reflective worship is sometimes 

considered outdated, irrelevant, or boring. Yet, God Himself 

says, “faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the 

word of God” (Romans 10:17).  God has not changed His 

method of reaching people with the hope of forgiveness 

simply because our society has changed. He remains the same 

and His Word remains powerful.  

If the worship service seems strange to you, don’t give up 

right away! Stick with it, try to learn something new each 

week, and develop a habit of being present in God’s house. 

The ability to quietly listen and learn is an acquired skill that 

takes time and practice. Our prayer each week is that we grow 

in our ability to listen to God’s Word and thereby increase our 

faith in Jesus. We hope you will continue to join us! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
If the LORD wills, we will do this or that. James 4:15 

 

WELCOME EVERYONE! We pray that God’s Word and our worship today will help 
you grow in the grace and knowledge of our Savior Jesus. We ask our visitors to 
please sign our guest book. If you are looking for a church home, we hope you’ve 
found it with us. Ask Pastor about a free Bible study he offers to explain our beliefs 
and teachings. Where & when? Your convenience. 
 

THANK YOU to CLC Missionary Bruce Naumann bringing us the gospel message 
today. Missionary Naumann and his wife, Paula, reside in Arusha, Tanzania where he 
teaches at Wittenberg Seminary of the Tanzanian Church of the Lutheran Confession 
(TCLC). After the service, Missionary Naumann will share a brief slideshow detailing 
some of the mission work in Africa.  
 

CHURCH OFFICER INSTALLATION NEXT SUNDAY: The following 2024 church officers 
will be installed during the Sunday worship service on January 7: President Randy 
Wittorp (1yr); Vice President Ben Mueller (1yr); Secretary Jeremiah Rosen (1yr); 
Treasurer Carl Ryan (1yr); Financial Secretary Dave Troyan (1yr); Trustee Jesse Wilke 
(3yrs); Elder Matt Fobear (3yrs); Board of Finance: Mason Dzakowic and Jim Lucas 
(1yr); Board of Education: Dave Troyan (3yr) and Carl Ryan (2yr). 
 

THE Q1 VOTERS MEETING is Sunday, January 14 at 11am. 2023 Board/Committee 
Chairmen are asked to please submit their annual reports to 2023 President Carl 
Ryan by January 7 for the congregation’s annual report. 
 
AN AFTER-CHRISTMAS PARTY is being planned by the Outreach Committee for 
Friday, January 19.  Food, games, and a white elephant gift exchange! Everyone is 
welcome, so please mark your calendar. 
 
NICHOLAS JAKEL HELP FUND: The Church Council met Dec 12 and established a "Help 
Fund" for Nicholas Jakel. Being a self-employed landscaper, Nicholas is facing serious 
financial difficulty due to the car accident he was involved in Dec 8. The Church 
Council is asking the congregation to please consider donating to this fund in order 
to help Nicholas with his accident-related expenses. He is facing 1-2 weeks of lost 
wages, an Emergency Room fee, and the total loss of his GMC Sierra Pickup (which 
also doubled as his work truck). If the Lord moves you to contribute to this fund, 
please make checks payable to "Mt. Zion Lutheran Church" with the memo "Nicholas 
Jakel Help Fund". CashApp donations can be sent to $clcmtzion with the subject line 
"Nicholas Jakel Help Fund." Galatians 6:10 So then, as we have opportunity, let us do 
good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith. 
 
THANK YOU to the members of Mt. Zion for the monetary Christmas gift to the 
Naumanns. We are humbled once again by your great generosity. We could not ask 
for a better church family. Your love for the LORD is made evident by your love for 
us. A love that we certainly return in kind. Serving Christ with you, Pastor, Ashley, 
Aurora, Jed, Gabe, and Baby Girl.  
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MT. ZION UPCOMING CALENDAR 

Sun. 1/7 9am Bible Class & Sunday School 

 10am Divine Worship Service (w/ Communion) 

Tue. 1/9 7-9pm Church Meetings (Elders/Council/Trustees/Outreach) 

Thu. 1/11 8pm Board of Ed Meeting 

Fri. 1/12 3pm UM Ann Arbor Bible Study Resumes 

 5:30pm Friday Night Bible School 

Sun. 1/14 11am Q1 Voters Meeting 

Fri. 1/19 5:30pm After-Christmas Church Party 

Sun. 1/21 11am LIFT Meeting 

 
OUR RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL *Offering numbers are from 12/10/23 

Attendance: Christmas Eve = 34   Christmas Day = 27 

General Fund Offerings 
Budgeted YTD: $100,826.92 

Bi-Weekly General Fund 
Offerings Budgeted: $4115.38 

General Fund Offerings 
Received YTD: $104,060.08 

Bi-Weekly General Fund 
Offerings Received: $3563.00 

Missions Offerings YTD (includes 10% of GB & individual offerings): $10406.08 

Maisie Wittorp Christian Education Memorial Fund: $84,326.99 

 
SERVING US THIS MONTH:       

Usher: Carl Ryan     Church Cleaning: Troyans 
 

 
CHURCH OF THE LUTHERAN CONFESSION SYNODWIDE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! Psalm 133:1 
 

CLC CALL NEWS: Pastor Thomas Schuetze of St. Paul Lutheran of Lakewood, CO has 
received the calls from Calvary Lutheran of Marquette, MI and St. Peter's Lutheran 
of Iron River, MI. <> Pastor Aaron Ude of Good Shepherd Lutheran in Rapid City, 
SD has received the call from Immanuel Lutheran in Mankato, MN. 
 

ILC CHRISTMAS CHORAL SERVICE REPLAY: A replay of the Immanuel Lutheran 
Christmas Choral Service The King in the Cradle from December 15, 2023 is online. 
The strings, flute choir, and band play the first portion. The choral service begins at 
the 47-minute mark. A copy of the program booklet is available. The video is located 
at: bit.ly/23ccs 

IN OUR PRAYERS <> ENCOURAGEMENT LIST 
Be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. Ephesians 6:18 

Jackie McGruder remains homebound as she continues to suffer from lupus. Jay 
Sandeen is deployed with his army unit in Kuwait. Andrea D’Onofrio’s grandmother 
passed away Thursday. Denise Troyan’s sister, Amy, is again battling cancer. The 
Naumanns are expecting a baby in April. CLC Pastor John Hein, 56, Grace, Fridley MN, 
is being treated for thymic carcinoma cancer. Kate Sauers, wife of CLC pastor Rob 
Sauers, is being treated for lymphoma cancer. 


