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2nd Sunday in Lent 
 

Pre-Service Personal Prayer: Merciful God and Father, we give You heartfelt 
thanks that through Your Word You have graciously preserved this 
congregation these past years, and we humbly ask You to continue to guard 
and direct us by Your Holy Spirit in the way of truth, that we may at last obtain 
the crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen. 

 
Today’s Worship! 

 
Greeting and Prayer 
 
Opening Hymn 423 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary 
 

1. Jesus, refuge of the weary, Blest Redeemer, whom we love, 
Fountain in life's desert dreary, Savior from the world above: 
Often have Your eyes, offended, Gazed upon the sinner's fall; 
Yet upon the cross extended, You have borne the pain of all. 

 

2. Do we pass that cross unheeding, Breathing no repentant vow, 
Though we see You wounded, bleeding, See Your thorn-encircled brow? 

Yet Your sinless death has brought us Life eternal, peace, and rest; 
Only what Your grace has taught us Calms the sinner's deep distress. 

 

3. Jesus, may our hearts be burning With more fervent love for You; 
May our eyes be ever turning To behold Your cross anew 
Till in glory, parted never From the blessed Savior's side, 

Graven in our hearts forever, Dwell the cross, the Crucified. 

 
The Invocation  
We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen!  

 
The Confession and Absolution of Sins  
We come before our Holy God admitting that we are sinful and need His forgiveness. 

P We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love 
and serve Him as His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him 
and deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us 
confess our sins to Him and plead for His mercy. 

C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In 

countless ways I have sinned against You and do not deserve to 
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be called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: 

Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing love. Cleanse me 

from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

P God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect 
life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed 

your guilt forever. You are His own dear child. May God give you 

strength to live according to His will! 

C Amen!  

 
Lord, Have Mercy    
Kyrie –  Latin for “O Lord.”  We approach our Lord with a cry for help in all the needs of our earthly life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Glory to God in the Highest    
Gloria in Excelsis –  Latin for “Glory in the Highest (to God).” A hymn glorifying and praising our God. 
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The Prayer for the Day 
The main thoughts for the day are collected together in this prayer. 

P Let us pray. . . through Christ Jesus, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.  
 

The Epistle Reading: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather 

according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has 
something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the 
Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as 
righteousness." 4 Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted 
as a gift but as his due. 5 And to the one who does not work but believes 
in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness. 

13 For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be 
heir of the world did not come through the law but through the 
righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to 
be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings 
wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression. 16 That is 
why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace 
and be guaranteed to all his offspring--not only to the adherent of the 
law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the 
father of us all, 17 as it is written, "I have made you the father of many 
nations"--in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives 
life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

 

The Responsive Reading: Psalm 121 
P I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come?  

C My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven 
and earth.  

P He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps 
you will not slumber.  

C Behold, he who keeps Israel will neither slumber 
nor sleep.  

P The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade on 
your right hand.  

C The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.  

P The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life.  

C The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in from this 
time forth and forevermore.   
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The Gospel Reading: John 4:5-26 
So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that 

Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, 
wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was 
about the sixth hour. 7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. 
Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." 8 (For his disciples had gone away 
into the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it 
that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?" (For 
Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, "If you 
knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 'Give me a 
drink,' you would have asked him, and he would have given you living 
water." 11 The woman said to him, "Sir, you have nothing to draw water 
with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are 
you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from 
it himself, as did his sons and his livestock." 13 Jesus said to her, 
"Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever 
drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The 
water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up 
to eternal life." 15 The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water, so 
that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water."  

16 Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come here." 17 The 
woman answered him, "I have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You are 
right in saying, 'I have no husband'; 18 for you have had five husbands, 
and the one you now have is not your husband. What you have said is 
true." 19 The woman said to him, "Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 
20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in 
Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship." 21 Jesus said to 
her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 You worship 
what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from 
the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is 
seeking such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who 
worship him must worship in spirit and truth." 25 The woman said to 
him, "I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he 
comes, he will tell us all things." 26 Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you 
am he." 

 
P Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.  
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The Nicene Creed We boldly confess what we believe. 
 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 
Light, very God of very God, begotten not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; Who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was 
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven, and sits 
on the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with 
glory to judge both the living and the dead, Whose kingdom 
shall have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 
Prophets. And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church. 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

 

From Luther’s Small Catechism A refresher in the six chief parts of Christian doctrine. 

P What is the sixth commandment?  

C You shall not commit adultery. 

P What does this mean? 

C We should fear and love God that we live a pure and decent life 
in words and actions, and that husband and wife love and 
honor one another. 
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Hymn 849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 
 

1. Praise the one who breaks the darkness With a liberating light; 
Praise the one who frees the pris'ners, Turning blindness into sight. 

Praise the one who preached the gospel, Healing ev'ry dread disease, 
Calming storms and feeding thousands With the very Bread of peace. 

 

2. Praise the one who blessed the children With a strong, yet gentle, word; 
Praise the one who drove out demons With a piercing, two-edged sword. 

Praise the one who brings cool water To the desert's burning sand; 
From this Well comes living water, Quenching thirst in ev'ry land. 

 

3. Let us praise the Word Incarnate, Christ, who suffered in our place; 
Jesus died and rose victorious That we may know God by grace. 
Let us sing for joy and gladness, Seeing what our God has done; 

Let us praise the true Redeemer, Praise the One who makes us one. 

 
The Sermon: Genesis 12:1-5 

Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go from your country and your 
kindred and your father's house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I 
will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your 
name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless 
you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families 
of the earth shall be blessed." 4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told 
him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he 
departed from Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his 
brother's son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the 
people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the 
land of Canaan.  

 

Theme: FAITH FOLLOWS THROUGH 
I. By putting God first.  

II. By acting at God’s direction. 
III. By trusting God’s promises. 
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The Offertory 
Having heard God’s Word, we ask Him to spiritually heal us, giving us the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

 
Hymn 707 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways 
 

1. Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways To keep His statutes still! 
Oh, that my God would grant me grace To know and do His will! 

 

2. Order my footsteps by Thy Word And make my heart sincere; 
Let sin have no dominion, Lord, But keep my conscience clear. 

 

3. Assist my soul, too apt to stray, A stricter watch to keep; 
And should I e'er forget Thy way, Restore Thy wand'ring sheep. 

 

4. Make me to walk in Thy commands-- 'Tis a delightful road-- 
Nor let my head or heart or hands Offend against my God. 

 
The Offering of Thankful Hearts  
In tangible evidence of our gratitude, we offer the Lord the gift of our money, remembering that He has first given to us that we 
might have to give to Him. If you wish to give your church offering electronically, you can do so by using the CashApp on your mobile 
device. The church’s $cashtag is “$clcmtzion”. While the usher brings the offering plate forward we sing the following hymn verse  

(WS 788:1): Lord, You love the cheerful giver Who with open heart and hand 
Blesses freely, as a river That refreshes all the land. 

Grant us, then, the grace of giving With a spirit large and true 
That our life and all our living We may consecrate to You. 
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Prayer of the Church – The Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Service of the Sacrament 
Now we approach the second high point of the liturgy, the Sacrament, in which the Lord comes to bless us with His 
very body and blood. We move toward the Sacrament with prayers of thanksgiving and songs of adoration. 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up to the Lord. 
P It is right and beneficial that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
everlasting God, for You gave salvation to all mankind that, when 
death arose, by the fault of one man, then also life might arise by 
the obedience of one Man; and that even as Satan overcame by a 
tree, likewise by a tree he was overcome, through the death of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Therefore with angels and archangels and 
all the company of heaven, we magnify Your glorious Name, 
evermore praising You and saying… 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy    

The Sanctus – Latin for “Holy.”  We join our voices to the angels who sing, "Holy, Holy, Holy" around His throne.” 
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Words of Institution 
The words spoken by Jesus the night He instituted the Lord’s Supper by which our Lord assured to His Church  
the real presence of His sacramental body and blood for all time.  
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, 
took bread. And when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave 
it to His disciples, saying, “Take, eat. This is My body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

In the same way He took the cup, after supper, gave thanks, and 
gave it to them saying, “Drink of it, all of you. This cup is the new 
covenant in My blood, which is shed for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always! 

 
Lamb of God    

The Agnus Dei – Latin for “Lamb of God.”  As we approach the Table of Forgiveness, we want to be thinking about 
the Lamb of God who was sacrificed for us on Calvary's cross. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Distribution of the Sacrament 
 

Communion Today is for Members Only Please 
We don't judge anyone's faith, but we do stand up for our own. The Bible teaches 
what we call "Close Communion," that is, God wants you to commune only with 
those people with whom you are agreed in ALL the Bible's teachings. This belief 
is based upon the Bible passages listed below. Therefore, if you are a guest with 
us today, and BEFORE you come up to commune with us, you'll want to find out 
if our church teaches what the Bible does! The pastor would be happy to discuss 
this with you at your convenience!  
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1 Corinthians 1:10 "Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be 
no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment."  
1 Corinthians 11:26-30 "For as often as you eat this bread and drink 
this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes. Therefore whoever 
eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will 
be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 
But let a man examine himself, and so let 
him eat of that bread and drink of that cup. 
For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy 
manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, 
not discerning the Lord's body." 

 
O Lord, Now Let Your Servant    

The Nunc Dimittis – Latin for “Now Dismiss.”  Simeon’s words after seeing the Christ Child. (Luke 2:29-32) 
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P Go in peace. Serve the Lord with gladness.  
 

 
Thanksgiving 
We give thanks and praise the LORD for the forgiveness of sins received in the Sacrament.  

 
The Benediction  
The blessing given by God for His people (Numbers 6:24-26) 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

C Amen! 
 
Closing Hymn 748:1 I’m But a Stronger Here 
 

1. I'm but a stranger here, 
Heav'n is my home; 

Earth is a desert drear, 
Heav'n is my home. 

Danger and sorrow stand 
Round me on ev'ry hand; 
Heav'n is my fatherland, 

Heav'n is my home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are used by permission through Concordia Publishing House License #000014224 or OneLicense.net #A-732884. 
All Rights reserved. Used by permission. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
If the LORD wills, we will do this or that. James 4:15 

 
WELCOME EVERYONE! We pray that God’s Word and our worship today will 
help you grow in the grace and knowledge of our Savior Jesus. We ask our 
visitors to please sign our guest book. If you are looking for a church home, 
we hope you’ve found it with us. Ask Pastor about a free Bible study he offers 
to explain our beliefs and teachings. Where & when? Your convenience. 
 
A CLEVELAND WORSHIP SERVICE is this afternoon at 4pm. May God grant 
safe travel to Pastor’s family and Mt. Zion’s Ohio/Pennsylvania members.  
 
THE 50th ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE is meeting next Sunday following the 
worship service.  
 
MIDWEEK LENT SERVICES: The season of Lent began on Ash Wednesday, 
February 22. Mt. Zion is again holding 6 midweek services every Wednesday 
at 7pm during the Lenten season. We are participating in a “pulpit exchange” 
with our sister congregations in Saginaw and Sister Lakes. Our theme this 
year: Mementos of His Passion. Hope you can make it this Wednesday! 
 
UPCOMING MT. ZION EVENTS 

Wed. 3/8 7pm 3rd Midweek Lent Service (Pastor Sonnenfeld) 

Fri. 3/10 2pm UM Ann Arbor Bible Study 

Sun. 3/12 9am  Bible Class / Sunday School 

 10am Worship Service (w/ Communion) 

 4pm 50th Anniversary Committee Meeting 

Tue. 3/14 7-9pm Elders/Council/Trustees/Outreach Meetings 

Thu. 4/6 7pm Maundy Thursday Communion Service 

Fri. 4/7 7pm Good Friday Tenebrae Service 

Sun. 4/9 10am Easter Breakfast Potluck (Men Cook) 

 11am Easter Worship Service 

Sun. 8/6 4pm 50th Anniversary Service and Dinner 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS <> ENCOURAGEMENT LIST 
Be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. Ephesians 6:18 

Jackie McGruder remains homebound as she continues to suffer from lupus. Jay 
Sandeen is deployed with his army unit in Iraq. The Wittorps are expecting a 
baby girl in April. CLC Pastor John Hein (Grace Lutheran Church, Fridley, MN) is 
receiving treatment for stage 4 thymic carcinoma cancer.  
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SERVING US THIS WEEK:       
March Usher: Randy Wittorp     Church Cleaning: D’Onofrio 

 
OUR RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL  

Attendance Last Sunday: Worship = 23; Bible Class/Sunday School = 11 

Total Offerings 
Budgeted YTD: $17,826.92 

Bi-Weekly  
Offerings Budgeted: $3961.54 

Total Offerings 
Received YTD: $20,412.05 

Bi-Weekly  
Offerings Received: $5027.00 

Missions Offerings YTD (includes 10% of GB & individual offerings): $2041.21 

Maisie Wittorp Christian Education Memorial Fund: $70,322.99 

 
WEEKLY MEMORY WORK: 

P What is the seventh commandment?  

C You shall not steal. 

P What does this mean? 

C We should fear and love God that we do not take our neighbor’s 
money or possessions, nor get them in a dishonest way; but we 
should help him to improve and protect his property and way of 
making a living. 

 
 
 
CHURCH OF THE LUTHERAN CONFESSION SYNODWIDE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! Psalm 133:1 

 
CLC CALL NEWS:  Pastor Tom Naumann of Mt. Zion Lutheran, Greater Detroit 
Area, MI, has returned the call to Redemption Lutheran, Lynnwood, WA and 
Ascension Lutheran in Tacoma, WA. <> Pastor Neal Radichel of Immanuel, 
Mankato, MN, has returned the call to Messiah, Eau Claire, WI, to be their 
third pastor. <> Paul Agenten, currently in his 2nd year of Seminary 
training, has accepted the call to be Vicar at Immanuel, Mankato. Their call 
to him extends beyond the normal Vicar time period. <> Grace Lutheran of 
Valentine, NE asked for a graduate from ILC's teacher-training program to 
be their third teacher. 
 
THE TOUR CHOIR OF IMMANEUL LUTHERAN High School, College, and 
Seminary will be offering a series of fourteen special concerts from March 5-
26, 2023 at locations in Texas and the Midwest. These concerts are all open 
to the public and admission is free. Visit tourchoir.org online for updated 
information on the choir’s upcoming schedule. 


