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3rd Sunday in Lent 
 

Pre-Service Personal Prayer: Almighty and everlasting God, during this 
Lenten Season You graciously offer to us the forgiveness of sins, life, and 
eternal salvation for the sake of the bitter sufferings and death of Your dear 
Son. Send Your Holy Spirit that we may by faith lay hold of Your offer of grace 
and mercy. Moved by Your Gospel, we give continual thanks and praise to 
You, and count on Your strength to live our lives obedient to Your will, Amen. 

 
Today’s Worship! 

 
Greeting and Prayer 
 
Opening Hymn 421 Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing 
 

1 Jesus, grant that balm and healing In Your holy wounds I find, 
Ev'ry hour that I am feeling Pains of body and of mind. 

Should some evil thought within Tempt my treach'rous heart to sin, 
Show the peril, and from sinning Keep me from its first beginning. 

 

2 Should some lust or sharp temptation Fascinate my sinful mind, 
Draw me to Your cross and passion, And new courage I shall find. 

Or should Satan press me hard, Let me then be on my guard, 
Saying, "Christ for me was wounded," That the tempter flee confounded. 

 

3 If the world my heart entices With the broad and easy road, 
With seductive, sinful vices, Let me weigh the awful load 

You were willing to endure. Help me flee all thoughts impure 
And to master each temptation, Calm in prayer and meditation. 

 

4 Ev'ry wound that pains or grieves me By Your wounds, Lord, is made whole; 
When I'm faint, Your Cross revives me, Granting new life to my soul. 

Yes, Your comfort renders sweet Ev'ry bitter cup I meet; 
For Your all atoning passion Has procured my soul's salvation. 

 

5 O my God, my rock and tower, Grant that in Your death I trust, 
Knowing death has lost its power Since You crushed it in the dust. 

Savior, let Your agony Ever help and comfort me; 
When I die be my protection, Light and life and resurrection. 

 
The Invocation  
We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen!  
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The Confession and Absolution of Sins  
We come before our Holy God admitting that we are sinful and need His forgiveness. 

P Beloved of God: Let us draw near with a true heart, and confess 
our sins to God our Father, asking Him, in the Name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to grant forgiveness: 

C Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer: we confess that we 
are sinful by nature, and have sinned against You in our 
thoughts, words, and actions. We have not loved You above all 
things. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. Have 
mercy on us, and for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, forgive us 
our sins.  

P God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His 
only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a 
called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your 
sins in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Lord, Have Mercy    
Kyrie –  Latin for “O Lord.”  We approach our Lord with a cry for help in all the needs of our earthly life. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Glory to God in the Highest    
Gloria in Excelsis –  Latin for “Glory in the Highest (to God).” A hymn glorifying and praising our God. 
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The Prayer for the Day 
The main thoughts for the day are collected together in this prayer. 

P Let us pray. . . through Christ Jesus, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.  
 

The Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 42:14-21 
For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and restrained 

myself; now I will cry out like a woman in labor; I will gasp and pant. 15 I 
will lay waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their vegetation; I will 
turn the rivers into islands, and dry up the pools. 16 And I will lead the 
blind in a way that they do not know, in paths that they have not known 
I will guide them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, the 
rough places into level ground. These are the things I do, and I do not 
forsake them. 17 They are turned back and utterly put to shame, who 
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trust in carved idols, who say to metal images, "You are our gods." 18 
Hear, you deaf, and look, you blind, that you may see! 19 Who is blind 
but my servant, or deaf as my messenger whom I send? Who is blind as 
my dedicated one, or blind as the servant of the LORD? 20 He sees many 
things, but does not observe them; his ears are open, but he does not 
hear. 21 The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness' sake, to magnify 
his law and make it glorious. 

 

The Responsive Reading: Psalm 143 Select Verses 
P Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy! In your 

faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness!  

C Enter not into judgment with your servant, for no one living is 
righteous before you.  

P For the enemy has pursued my soul; he has crushed my life to 
the ground; he has made me sit in darkness like those long dead.  

C Therefore my spirit faints within me; my heart within me is 
appalled.  

P I remember the days of old; I meditate on all that you have done; 
I ponder the work of your hands.  

C I stretch out my hands to you; my soul thirsts for you like a 
parched land. 

P Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! I have fled 
to you for refuge!  

C Teach me to do your will, for you are my God! Let 
your good Spirit lead me on level ground!  

P For your name's sake, O LORD, preserve my life! In 
your righteousness bring my soul out of trouble!  

C And in your steadfast love you will cut off my 
enemies, and you will destroy all the adversaries 
of my soul, for I am your servant.  

 
The Gospel Reading: John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39 

As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 And his disciples 
asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was 
born blind?" 3 Jesus answered, "It was not that this man sinned, or his 
parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 We must 
work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, 
when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of 
the world." 6 Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made 
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mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man's eyes with the mud 7 
and said to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). 
So he went and washed and came back seeing.  

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been 
blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and 
opened his eyes. 15 So the Pharisees again asked him how he had 
received his sight. And he said to them, "He put mud on my eyes, and I 
washed, and I see." 16 Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from 
God, for he does not keep the Sabbath." But others said, "How can a 
man who is a sinner do such signs?" And there was a division among 
them. 17 So they said again to the blind man, "What do you say about 
him, since he has opened your eyes?" He said, "He is a prophet."  

34 They answered him, "You were born in utter sin, and would you 
teach us?" And they cast him out. 35 Jesus heard that they had cast him 
out, and having found him he said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" 
36 He answered, "And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?" 37 Jesus 
said to him, "You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you." 38 
He said, "Lord, I believe," and he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, "For 
judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may see, 
and those who see may become blind." 

 
P Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Apostles’ Creed  
We boldly confess what we believe. 

C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
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heaven; And is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From there He will come to judge the living and the dead 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
From Luther’s Small Catechism A refresher in the six chief parts of Christian doctrine. 

P What is the seventh commandment?  

C You shall not steal. 

P What does this mean? 

C We should fear and love God that we do not take our neighbor’s 
money or possessions, nor get them in a dishonest way; but we 
should help him to improve and protect his property and way of 
making a living. 

 
Hymn 744 Amazing Grace 
 

1 Amazing grace--how sweet the sound-- That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found, Was blind but now I see! 

 

2 The Lord has promised good to me, His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be As long as life endures. 

 

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come; 
His grace has brought me safe thus far, His grace will lead me home. 

 

4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail And mortal life shall cease, 
Amazing grace shall then prevail In heaven's joy and peace. 

 

5 When we’ve been there ten thousand years, Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise Than when we’d first begun. 

 
The Sermon: Ephesians 5:8-14 

For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. 
Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good 
and right and true), 10 and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 
Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose 
them. 12 For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in 
secret. 13 But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 
14 for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, "Awake, O 
sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you."  

 

Theme: LET THE SON SHINE! 
I. On you     II. Through you 
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The Offertory 
Having heard God’s Word, we ask Him to spiritually heal us, giving us the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Hymn 697 Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death 
 

1 Awake, O sleeper, rise from death, And Christ shall give you light; 
So learn his love, its length and breadth, Its fullness, depth, and height. 

 

2 To us on earth he came to bring From sin and fear release, 
To give the Spirit's unity, The very bond of peace. 

 

3 Then walk in love as Christ has loved, Who died that he might save; 
With kind and gentle hearts forgive As God in Christ forgave. 

 

4 For us Christ lived, for us he died, And conquered in the strife. 
Awake, arise, go forth in faith, And Christ shall give you life. 

 
The Offering of Thankful Hearts  
In tangible evidence of our gratitude, we offer the Lord the gift of our money, remembering that He has first given to us that we 
might have to give to Him. If you wish to give your church offering electronically, you can do so by using the CashApp on your mobile 
device. The church’s $cashtag is “$clcmtzion”. While the usher brings the offering plate forward we sing the following hymn verse  

(WS 788:1): Lord, You love the cheerful giver Who with open heart and hand 
Blesses freely, as a river That refreshes all the land. 

Grant us, then, the grace of giving With a spirit large and true 
That our life and all our living We may consecrate to You. 
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Prayer of the Church – The Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Service of the Sacrament 
Now we approach the second high point of the liturgy, the Sacrament, in which the Lord comes to bless us with His 
very body and blood. We move toward the Sacrament with prayers of thanksgiving and songs of adoration. 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up to the Lord. 

P It is right and beneficial that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 
God, for You gave salvation to all mankind that, when death arose, 
by the fault of one man, then also life might arise by the obedience 
of one Man; and that even as Satan overcame by a tree, likewise by a 
tree he was overcome, through the death of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Therefore with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven 
we magnify Your glorious Name, evermore praising You and saying… 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy    

The Sanctus – Latin for “Holy.”  We join our voices to the angels who sing, "Holy, Holy, Holy" around His throne.” 
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Words of Institution 
The words spoken by Jesus the night He instituted the Lord’s Supper by which our Lord assured to His Church  
the real presence of His sacramental body and blood for all time.  
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, 
took bread. And when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave 
it to His disciples, saying, “Take, eat. This is My body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

 

In the same way He took the cup, after supper, gave thanks, and 
gave it to them saying, “Drink of it, all of you. This cup is the new 
covenant in My blood, which is shed for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always! 

 
Lamb of God    

The Agnus Dei – Latin for “Lamb of God.”  As we approach the Table of Forgiveness, we want to be thinking about 
the Lamb of God who was sacrificed for us on Calvary's cross. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Distribution of the Sacrament 
 

Communion Today is for Members Only Please 
We don't judge anyone's faith, but we do stand up for our own. The Bible teaches what 
we call "Close Communion," that is, God wants you to commune only with those people 
with whom you are agreed in ALL the Bible's teachings. This belief is based upon the Bible 
passages listed below. Therefore, if you are a guest with us today, and BEFORE you come 
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up to commune with us, you'll want to find out if our church teaches what the Bible does! 
The pastor would be happy to discuss this with you at your convenience!  

1 Corinthians 1:10 "Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you 
be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment."  
1 Corinthians 11:26-30 "For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you 
proclaim the Lord's death till He comes. Therefore whoever 
eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy 
manner will be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But 
let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread 
and drink of that cup. For he who eats and drinks in an 
unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not 
discerning the Lord's body." 

 
Thanksgiving 
We give thanks and praise the LORD for the forgiveness of sins received in the Sacrament.  
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The Benediction  
The blessing given by God for His people (Numbers 6:24-26) 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

C Amen! 
 
Closing Hymn 704:1,4 Renew Me, O Eternal Light 
 

1 Renew me, O eternal Light, 
And let my heart and soul be bright, 

Illumined with the light of grace 
That issues from Your holy face. 

 

4 Grant that I only You may love 
And seek those things which are above 

Till I behold You face to face, 
O Light eternal, through Your grace. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEKLY MEMORY WORK: 

P What is the eighth commandment?  

C You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

P What does this mean? 

C We should fear and love God that we do not tell lies about our 
neighbor, betray him, or say anything that might ruin his good 
name and reputation; but we should defend him, speak well of 
him, and explain all his words and actions in the best possible 
way. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are used by permission through Concordia Publishing House License #000014224 or OneLicense.net #A-732884. 
All Rights reserved. Used by permission. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
If the LORD wills, we will do this or that. James 4:15 

 

WELCOME EVERYONE! We pray that God’s Word and our worship today will help 
you grow in the grace and knowledge of our Savior Jesus. We ask our visitors to 
please sign our guest book. If you are looking for a church home, we hope you’ve 
found it with us. Ask Pastor about a free Bible study he offers to explain our 
beliefs and teachings. Where & when? Your convenience. 
 

THE 50th ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE is meeting today following the service. 
 

MONTHLY CHURCH MEETINGS are scheduled to take place remotely this 
Tuesday evening in the following order: 7:00 Elders, 7:30 Church Council, 8:00 
Trustees, 8:30 Outreach. Please report all planned absences to your respective 
board or committee chairman.  
 

A SOUP SUPPER is being held at 6:15pm before this Wednesday’s 7:00pm Lenten 
service. Feel free to bring a side dish or dessert. All welcome! 
 

4th MIDWEEK LENT SERVICE: This Wednesday at 7:00pm, we continue our 
midweek Lenten series, Mementos of His Passion, with a sermon on the crown 
of thorns. Pastor Naumann will be our preacher. Hope you can make it! 
 

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION is meeting this Friday at 5:30pm to continue their 
work on a feasibility report (growth models and financial projections) in 
connection with our plans to open a Christian Day School in the fall of 2024. This 
report will be presented at a congregational meeting on Sunday, April 23.  
 

UPCOMING MT. ZION EVENTS 

Tue. 3/14 7-9pm Elders/Council/Trustees/Outreach Meetings 

Wed. 3/15 6:15pm Soup Supper 

 7pm 4th Midweek Lent Service (Pastor Naumann) 

Fri. 3/17 2pm UM Ann Arbor Bible Study 

 5:30pm Board of Ed Meeting (Church Basement) 

Sun. 3/19 9am  Bible Class / Sunday School 

 10am Worship Service (w/ Communion) 

Sun. 4/2 4pm Cleveland Area Worship Service 

Thu. 4/6 7pm Maundy Thursday Communion Service 

Fri. 4/7 7pm Good Friday Tenebrae Service 

Sun. 4/9 10am Easter Breakfast Potluck (Men Cook) 

 11am Easter Worship Service 

Sun. 4/23 11am Congregational Meeting: 
Update from BoE on Christian Day School planning 

Sun. 8/6 4pm 50th Anniversary Service and Dinner 
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SERVING US THIS WEEK:       
March Usher: Randy Wittorp     Church Cleaning: D’Onofrio 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL  

Attendance Last Sunday: Worship = 27; Bible Class/Sunday School = 15 

Total Offerings 
Budgeted YTD: $19,807.69 

Bi-Weekly  
Offerings Budgeted: $3961.54 

Total Offerings 
Received YTD: $26,401.82 

Bi-Weekly  
Offerings Received: $9032.77 

Missions Offerings YTD (includes 10% of GB & individual offerings): $2640.18 

Maisie Wittorp Christian Education Memorial Fund: $70,337.99 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS <> ENCOURAGEMENT LIST 
Be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. Ephesians 6:18 

Jackie McGruder remains homebound as she continues to suffer from lupus. Jay 
Sandeen is deployed with his army unit in Iraq. The Wittorps are expecting a baby girl 
in April. CLC Pastor John Hein (Grace Lutheran Church, Fridley, MN) is receiving 
treatment for stage 4 thymic carcinoma cancer.  

 
CHURCH OF THE LUTHERAN CONFESSION SYNODWIDE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! Psalm 133:1 
 

CLC CALL NEWS:  Pastor Luke Bernthal of St. Stephen, Mountain View, 
CA, has received the call to serve as third pastor at Messiah, Eau Claire, WI. 
 

CLC MISSIONARY COMMISSIONING SERVICE: This weekend, Pastor Bruce 
Naumann will be commissioned as our CLC Missionary to Tanzania. The 
commissioning will take place during the 9:00am worship service this morning at 
Messiah Lutheran Church in Eau Claire. You can watch the service and 
commissioning on Messiah’s website (eauclairemessiah.com) or on their 
YouTube page. On Messiah's YouTube page you will find a Bible Class 
presentation by Pastor Naumann about the work he will be doing in Tanzania, 
and another by Missionary Todd Ohlmann from this weekend. Pastor Naumann 
will be leaving for Tanzania at the end of this month and his wife Paula will be 
joining him there this summer. Please remember Pastor Naumann and Paula in 
your prayers as they begin this important work for our Savior and His kingdom! 
 

ENROLLMENT IS NOW OPEN for the 2023-2024 school year at Immanuel 
Lutheran High School and College in Eau Claire, WI. Please go to ilc.edu to start 
your enrollment. Student Aid Fund applications are also available at 
ilc.edu/resources and are due by May 1, 2023. We ask that new student 
enrollments be completed by July 1, 2023. Please direct registration questions 
to High School Principal Joel Gullerud at joel.gullerud@ilc.edu or College 
Academic Dean Paul Naumann at paul.naumann@ilc.edu.  


