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 2nd Sunday in Advent 
 

 

Pre-Service Personal Prayer: Lord God, heavenly Father, send Your Son into 
our hearts by the power of Your Holy Spirit, that we, being strengthened by 
the Sun of Righteousness, may walk before You in fervent faith and all holy 
obedience. Watch over our little flock, and by Your Word strengthen our faith 
and renew in us a rejoicing spirit in our Advent and Christmas worship. Amen. 

 
Today’s Worship! 

 
Greeting and Prayer 
 
Opening Hymn 68 (TLH): The Advent of Our King 
 

1. The advent of our King Our prayers must now employ, 
And we must hymns of welcome sing In strains of holy joy. 

 

2. The everlasting Son Incarnate deigns to be; 
Himself a servant's form puts on To set His servants free. 

 

3. O Zion's Daughter, rise To meet thy lowly King, 
Nor let thy faithless heart despise The peace He comes to bring. 

 

4. As Judge, on clouds of light, He soon will come again 
And His true members all unite With Him in heaven to reign. 

 

5. Before the dawning day Let sin's dark deeds be gone, 
The old man all be put away, The new man all put on. 

 

6. All glory to the Son, Who comes to set us free, 
With Father, Spirit, ever One, Through all eternity. 

 
The Invocation  
We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen!  

 
The Confession and Absolution of Sins  
We come before our Holy God admitting that we are sinful and need His forgiveness. 

P We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love 
and serve Him as His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him 
and deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us 
confess our sins to Him and plead for His mercy. 
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C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In 

countless ways I have sinned against You and do not deserve to 

be called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: 

Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing love. Cleanse me 

from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

P God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect 

life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed 

your guilt forever. You are His own dear child. May God give you 

strength to live according to His will! 

C Amen!  

 
Lord, Have Mercy    
Kyrie –  Latin for “O Lord.”  We approach our Lord with a cry for help in all the needs of our earthly life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Glory to God in the Highest   (TLH 62:1-2 Oh Come, Oh Come, Emmanuel) 
Gloria in Excelsis –  Latin for “Glory in the Highest (to God).” A hymn glorifying and praising our God. 
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The Prayer for the Day 
The main thoughts for the day are collected together in this prayer. 

P Let us pray. . . through Christ Jesus, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.  

 
The Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a 
branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 2 And the Spirit of the LORD shall 
rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of 
counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3 
And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by 
what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 4 but with 
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the 
meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his 
mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 
Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of 
his loins.  

6 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down 
with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf 
together; and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear shall 
graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw 
like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and 
the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den. 9 They shall not 
hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10 In that day the 
root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples--of him shall 
the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.  
 
The Responsive Reading: Psalm 130  

P Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD!  

C O Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of 
my pleas for mercy! 

P If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?  

C But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared.  

P I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope;  

C My soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning, 
more than watchmen for the morning.  
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P O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast 
love, and with him is plentiful redemption.  

C And he will redeem Israel from all his iniquities.  

 
The Gospel Reading: Matthew 3:1-12 

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of 
Judea, 2 "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 3 For this is he 
who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, "The voice of 
one crying in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord; make his 
paths straight.'" 4 Now John wore a garment of camel's hair and a 
leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 
Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were 
going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, "You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit in 
keeping with repentance. 9 And do not presume to say to yourselves, 
'We have Abraham as our father,' for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children for Abraham. 10 Even now the axe is laid to 
the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit 
is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 "I baptize you with water for 
repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose 
sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 
threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire." 

 

P Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.  
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The Nicene Creed We boldly confess what we believe. 
 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 
Light, very God of very God, begotten not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; Who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was 
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven, and sits 
on the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with 
glory to judge both the living and the dead, Whose kingdom 
shall have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 
Prophets. And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church. 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

 
Hymn 63 (TLH): On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
 

1. On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry Announces that the Lord is nigh; 
Come, then, and hearken, for he brings Glad tidings from the King of kings. 

 

2. Then cleansed be every Christian breast And furnished for so great a Guest. 
Yea, let us each our hearts prepare For Christ to come and enter there. 

 

3. For Thou art our Salvation, Lord, Our Refuge, and our great Reward. 
Without Thy grace our souls must fade And wither like a flower decayed. 

 

4. Lay on the sick Thy healing hand And make the fallen strong to stand; 
Show us the glory of Thy face Till beauty springs in every place. 

 

5. All praise, eternal Son, to Thee Who advent sets Thy people free, 
Whom, with the Father, we adore And Holy Ghost forevermore. 
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The Sermon: Romans 15:4-13                            
For whatever was written in former days was written for our 

instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of 
the Scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of endurance and 
encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in 
accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you may with one voice glorify 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Therefore welcome one 
another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  

8 For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to 
show God's truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the 
patriarchs, 9 and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his 
mercy. As it is written, "Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 
and sing to your name." 10 And again it is said, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with 
his people." 11 And again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all 
the peoples extol him." 12 And again Isaiah says, "The root of Jesse will 
come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles 
hope." 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in 
hope.  

 

Theme: UNITED BY A BABY 
I. To think the same things (4-6)     II. To welcome others (7-12) 

III. To abound in hope (13) 
The Offertory 
Having heard God’s Word, we ask Him to spiritually heal us, giving us the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
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Hymn 92 (TLH): Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 
 

1. Now sing we, now rejoice, Now raise to heaven our voice; 
He from whom joy streameth Poor in a manger lies; 

Not so brightly beameth The sun in yonder skies. 
Thou my Savior art! Thou my Savior art! 

 

2. Come from on high to me; I cannot rise to Thee 
Cheer my wearied spirit, O pure and holy Child; 

Through Thy grace and merit, Blest Jesus, Lord most mild, 
Draw me unto Thee! Draw me unto Thee! 

 

3. Now through His Son doth shine The Father's grace divine. 
Death o'er us had reigned Through sin and vanity; 

He for us obtained Eternal joy on high. 
May we praise Him there! May we praise Him there! 

 

4. Oh, where shall joy be found? Where but on heavenly ground? 
Where the angels singing With all His saints unite, 

Sweetest praises bringing In heavenly joy and light. 
Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there! 

 

The Offering of Thankful Hearts  
In tangible evidence of our gratitude, we offer the Lord the gift of our money, remembering that He has first given to us that we 
might have to give to Him. If you wish to give your church offering electronically, you can do so by using the CashApp on your mobile 
device. The church’s $cashtag is “$clcmtzion”. While the usher brings the offering plate forward we sing the following hymn verse  

(788:1): Lord, You love the cheerful giver Who with open heart and hand 
Blesses freely, as a river That refreshes all the land. 

Grant us, then, the grace of giving With a spirit large and true 
That our life and all our living We may consecrate to You. 

 

Prayer of the Church – The Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Service of the Sacrament 
Now we approach the second high point of the liturgy, the Sacrament, in which the Lord comes to bless us with His 
very body and blood. We move toward the Sacrament with prayers of thanksgiving and songs of adoration. 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up to the Lord. 



9 

 

P It is right and beneficial that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose way John 
the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the Messiah, the very 
Lamb, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape 
from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory; 
Therefore with angels and archangels and all the company of 
heaven, we magnify Your glorious Name, evermore praising You 
and saying… 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy    

The Sanctus – Latin for “Holy.”  We join our voices to the angels who sing, "Holy, Holy, Holy" around His throne.” 

 
Words of Institution 
The words spoken by Jesus the night He instituted the Lord’s Supper by which our Lord assured to His Church  
the real presence of His sacramental body and blood for all time.  
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, 
took bread. And when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave 
it to His disciples, saying, “Take, eat. This is My body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

In the same way He took the cup, after supper, gave thanks, and 
gave it to them saying, “Drink of it, all of you. This cup is the new 
covenant in My blood, which is shed for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always! 
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Lamb of God    

The Agnus Dei – Latin for “Lamb of God.”  As we approach the Table of Forgiveness, we want to be thinking about 
the Lamb of God who was sacrificed for us on Calvary's cross. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Distribution of the Sacrament 
 

Communion Today is for Members Only Please 
We don't judge anyone's faith, but we do stand up for our own. The Bible teaches 
what we call "Close Communion," that is, God wants you to commune only with 
those people with whom you are agreed in ALL the Bible's teachings. This belief 
is based upon the Bible passages listed below. Therefore, if you are a guest with 
us today, and BEFORE you come up to commune with us, you'll want to find out 
if our church teaches what the Bible does! The pastor would be happy to discuss 
this with you at your convenience!  

1 Corinthians 1:10 "Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be 
no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment."  
1 Corinthians 11:26-30 "For as often as you eat this bread and drink 
this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes. Therefore whoever 
eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will 
be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine 
himself, and so let him eat of that bread 
and drink of that cup. For he who eats 
and drinks in an unworthy manner eats 
and drinks judgment to himself, not 
discerning the Lord's body." 

 



11 

 

O Lord, Now Let Your Servant    

The Nunc Dimittis – Latin for “Now Dismiss.”  Simeon’s words after seeing the Christ Child. (Luke 2:29-32) 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord with gladness.  
 

 

Thanksgiving 
We give thanks and praise the LORD for the forgiveness of sins received in the Sacrament.  
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The Benediction  
The blessing given by God for His people (Numbers 6:24-26) 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

C Amen!  
 

Closing Hymn 38:5 (TLH): The Lord, My God, be Praised 
 

5. To Him with joyful song 
    Our praises we are bringing 

And with the angel throng 
    Thrice "Holy" we are singing. 

With one united voice 
    The Church doth Him adore. 
The Lord, My God be praised 

    Now and forevermore. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are used by permission through Concordia Publishing House License #000014224 or OneLicense.net #A-732884. 
All Rights reserved. Used by permission. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
If the LORD wills, we will do this or that. James 4:15 

 
WELCOME EVERYONE! We pray that God’s Word and our worship today will 
help you grow in the grace and knowledge of our Savior Jesus. We ask our 
visitors to please sign our guest book. If you are looking for a church home, 
we hope you’ve found it with us. Ask Pastor about a free Bible study he offers 
to explain our beliefs and teachings. Where & when? Your convenience. 
 
DECEMBER MIDWEEK ADVENT SERVICES: Advent means “coming.” Advent 
season is the time when we look forward to the celebration of when Christ 
came into the world to begin His mission of redemption. Continuing this 
Wednesday, December 7 at 7pm, we’ll be holding our second midweek 
Advent service. Midweek services are a great way to look forward to the 
greatest of all Christmas presents: our Savior Jesus 
 
A CHRISTMAS POTLUCK MEAL is being planned for Sunday, December 18. 
Please see the signup sheet in the back of church to volunteer to bring a dish 
or dessert. 
 
AN AFTER-CHRISTMAS PARTY is being planned for Friday, January 13.  Pizza, 
snacks, a white elephant gift exchange and games! Everyone is welcome, so 
please mark your calendar. 
 
NEW CHURCH CLEANING SCHEDULE: LIFT is proposing a new way to 
schedule church cleaning. Those who are willing and able to serve the Lord 
in this way are asked to put their names on a volunteer list in the back by the 
end of the year. LIFT will then add those names to a schedule in order to 
assign weeks for cleaning (2 weeks at a time). If you are unable to clean on a 
week that is assigned to you, please make arrangements to trade your week 
with another volunteer. Thank you for your much needed service.  
 
FREE BIBLES TO GIVE AWAY: The outreach committee has assembled Free 
Bible packets for church members to give away to friends, relatives, 
associates, and neighbors. They are in the clear plastic tote in the entryway. 
Please take 1-2 and keep them in your car/home. You never know when God 
might give you the opportunity to share His saving Word! 
 
2023 CLC MISSION HELPER TRIP: Applications are being accepted for the 
2023 Mission Helper Trip to Nepal. Space is limited for this trip so please 
apply early. Find more information at: https://mht.lutheranmissions.org/ 
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CLC CALL NEWS: Pastor Bruce Naumann of Messiah, Eau Claire, WI, has 
accepted the call to serve as the CLC's Third Foreign Missionary. + Pastor Rob 
Sauers of Luther Memorial, Fond du Lac, WI, is still considering the call 
to Immanuel, Winter Haven, FL.  
 
SERVING US THIS WEEK 

December Usher: Carl Ryan     Church Cleaning: Troyans  
 
OUR RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL *Offering numbers are from 11/27/22 

Worship Attendance Last Sunday = 15; Bible Class/Sunday School = 9 

Bi-Weekly  
Offerings Budgeted: $3307.69 

Total Offerings 
Budgeted YTD: $77,730.77 

Bi-Weekly  
Offerings Received: $3558.00 

Total Offerings 
Received YTD: $70,900.16 

Missions Offerings YTD (includes 10% of GB & individual offerings): $7110.02 

Maisie Wittorp Christian Education Memorial Fund: $66,582.50 

 
IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES AT MT. ZION 

Tue. 12/6 7pm Board of Finance Meeting 

 8pm Board of Education Meeting 

Wed. 12/7 7pm 2nd Midweek Advent Service (Pastor Sonnenfeld) 

Fri. 12/9 2pm UM Ann Arbor Bible Study 

Sun. 12/11 9am Bible Class and Sunday Pre-School 

 10am 3rd Sunday in Advent Worship Service 

Tue. 12/13 7-9pm Elders/Council/Trustees/Outreach Meetings 

Sun. 12/18 11am Christmas Potluck Meal 

Sat. 12/24 7pm Christmas Eve Service 

Sun. 12/25 10am Christmas Sunday Service 

Fri. 1/13 6pm After-Christmas Party 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS <> ENCOURAGEMENT LIST 
Ephesians 6:18 “Be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.” 

Jackie McGruder remains homebound as she continues to suffer from lupus. Jay 
Sandeen is deployed with his army unit in Iraq. The Wittorps are expecting a 
newborn baby in April. Stephen Hughes’ father is recovering from an episode of 
kidney failure. CLC Pastor John Hein (Grace Lutheran Church, Fridley, MN) is 
receiving treatment for stage 4 thymic carcinoma cancer. CLC Pastor Michael 
Eichstadt was hospitalized last week with arrhythmia of the heart. He will soon 
be undergoing a procedure to install an internal defibrillator in his heart.  

 


