August 28, 2022

12th Sunday after Pentecost
Pre-Service Personal Prayer: Lord God, heavenly Father, we ask You,
graciously abide among us with Your blessing, and keep us from
covetousness and the cares of this life, that we may seek first Your
kingdom and righteousness, and in all things needful for body and soul,
provide Your ever-present help; through Jesus Christ, Amen.

Today’s Worship!
Greeting and Prayer
Opening Hymn 352 (TLH): O Savior, Precious Savior
1. O Savior, precious Savior, Whom, yet unseen, we love;
O Name of might and favor, All other names above.
We worship Thee, we bless Thee, To Thee, O Christ, we sing;
We praise Thee and confess Thee, Our holy Lord and King.
2. O Bringer of salvation, Who wondrously has wrought
Thyself the revelation Of love beyond our thought,
We worship Thee, we bless Thee, To Thee, O Christ, we sing;
We praise Thee and confess Thee, Our gracious Lord and King.
3. In Thee all fulness dwelleth, All grace and power divine;
The glory that excelleth, O Son of God, is Thine.
We worship Thee, we bless Thee, To Thee, O Christ, we sing;
We praise Thee and confess Thee, Our glorious Lord and King.
4. Oh, grant the consummation Of this our song above
In endless adoration And everlasting love!
We worship Thee, we bless Thee, To Thee, O Christ, we sing;
We praise Thee and confess Thee, Our Savior and our King.

The Invocation We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen!

The Confession and Absolution of Sins
We come before our Holy God admitting that we are sinful and need His forgiveness.

P We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and
serve Him as His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him and
deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess
our sins to Him and plead for His mercy.
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C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In
countless ways I have sinned against You and do not deserve to be
called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have
mercy on me according to Your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my
sin, and take away my guilt.
P God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life
and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt
forever. You are His own dear child. May God give you strength to live
according to His will!
C Amen!

Lord, Have Mercy
Kyrie – Latin for “O Lord.” We approach our Lord with a cry for help in all the needs of our earthly life.

Glory to God in the Highest
Gloria in Excelsis – Latin for “Glory in the Highest (to God).” A hymn glorifying and praising our God.
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The Prayer for the Day
The main thoughts for the day are collected together in this prayer.

P Let us pray. . . through Christ Jesus, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

The Epistle Reading: Revelation 3:1-6
"And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: 'The words of him
who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. "'I know your
works. You have the reputation of being alive, but you are dead. 2 Wake
up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not
found your works complete in the sight of my God. 3 Remember, then,
what you received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake
up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will
come against you. 4 Yet you have still a few names in Sardis, people who
have not soiled their garments, and they will walk with me in white, for
they are worthy. 5 The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white
garments, and I will never blot his name out of the book of life. I will
confess his name before my Father and before his angels. 6 He who has
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'

The Responsive Reading: Psalm 33
P Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people whom
he has chosen as his heritage!
C The LORD looks down from heaven; he sees all the children of
man;
P From where he sits enthroned he looks out on all the inhabitants
of the earth,
C He who fashions the hearts of them all and observes all their
deeds.
P The king is not saved by his great army; a
warrior is not delivered by his great strength.
C The war horse is a false hope for salvation,
and by its great might it cannot rescue.
P Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who
fear him, on those who hope in his steadfast
love,
C That he may deliver their soul from death and
keep them alive in famine.
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P Our soul waits for the LORD; he is our help and our shield.
C For our heart is glad in him, because we trust in his holy name.
P Let your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us,
C Even as we hope in you.

The Gospel Reading: Luke 12:32-40
"Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give
you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions, and give to the needy.
Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a
treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches
and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there will your
heart be also.
35
"Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36 and be
like men who are waiting for their master to come home from the
wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once when he
comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those servants whom the master finds
awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself for
service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve
them. 38 If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them
awake, blessed are those servants! 39 But know this, that if the master
of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would
not have left his house to be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for
the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect."
P Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.
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The Apostle’s Creed We boldly confess what we believe.
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven; And is seated at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From there He will come to judge the living and the dead
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn 357 (TLH): Jesus, Thou Are Mine Forever
1. Jesus, Thou art mine forever, Dearer far than earth to me;
Neither life nor death shall sever Those sweet ties which bind to Thee.
2. All were drear to me and lonely If Thy presence gladdened not;
While I sing to Thee, Thee only, Mine's an ever blissful lot.
3. Thou alone art all my Treasure, Who hast died that I may live;
Thou conferrest noblest pleasure, Who dost all my sins forgive.
4. Brightest gems and fairest flowers Lose their beauty in Thy frown;
Joy and peace, like balmy showers, In Thy smile come gently down.
5. Jesus, Thou art mine forever; Never suffer me to stray.
Let me in my weakness never Cast my priceless pearl away.
6. Lamb of God, I do implore Thee, Guard, support me, lest I fall.
Let me evermore adore Thee; Be my everlasting All.

The Sermon: Haggai 1:1-14
In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, on the first
day of the month, the word of the LORD came by the hand of Haggai the
prophet to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to
Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest: 2 "Thus says the LORD of
hosts: These people say the time has not yet come to rebuild the house of
the LORD." 3 Then the word of the LORD came by the hand of Haggai the
prophet, 4 "Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses,
while this house lies in ruins? 5 Now, therefore, thus says the LORD of
hosts: Consider your ways. 6 You have sown much, and harvested little. You
eat, but you never have enough; you drink, but you never have your fill.
You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm. And he who earns wages does
so to put them into a bag with holes.
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"Thus says the LORD of hosts: Consider your ways. 8 Go up to the hills
and bring wood and build the house, that I may take pleasure in it and that
I may be glorified, says the LORD. 9 You looked for much, and behold, it
came to little. And when you brought it home, I blew it away. Why?
declares the LORD of hosts. Because of my house that lies in ruins, while
each of you busies himself with his own house. 10 Therefore the heavens
above you have withheld the dew, and the earth has withheld its produce.
11
And I have called for a drought on the land and the hills, on the grain, the
new wine, the oil, on what the ground brings forth, on man and beast, and
on all their labors."
12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of
Jehozadak, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the
voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the
LORD their God had sent him. And the people feared the LORD. 13 Then
Haggai, the messenger of the LORD, spoke to the people with the LORD's
message, "I am with you, declares the LORD." 14 And the LORD stirred up
the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the
spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all
the remnant of the people. And they came and worked on the house of the
LORD of hosts, their God.

Theme: ARE YOU LOST? CONSIDER YOUR WAYS…
I. Me-first is a beltway of misery

II. God-first is a highway to peace

The Offertory
Having heard God’s Word, we ask Him to spiritually heal us, giving us the gift of the Holy Spirit.
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Hymn 416 (TLH): Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways
1. Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways To keep His statutes still!
Oh, that my God would grant me grace To know and do His will!
2. Order my footsteps by Thy Word And make my heart sincere;
Let sin have no dominion, Lord, But keep my conscience clear.
3. Assist my soul, too apt to stray, A stricter watch to keep;
And should I e'er forget Thy way, Restore Thy wandering sheep.
4. Make me to walk in Thy commands,-- 'Tis a delightful road,-Nor let my head or heart or hands Offend against my God.

The Offering of Thankful Hearts
In tangible evidence of our gratitude, we offer the Lord the gift of our money, remembering that He has first given to us that we
might have to give to Him. If you wish to give your church offering electronically, you can do so by using the CashApp on your mobile
device. The church’s $cashtag is “$clcmtzion”. While the usher brings the offering plate forward we sing the following hymn verse

Lord, You love the cheerful giver Who with open heart and hand
Blesses freely, as a river That refreshes all the land.
Grant us, then, the grace of giving With a spirit large and true
That our life and all our living We may consecrate to You.

(788:1):

Prayer of the Church – The Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Benediction
The blessing given by God for His people (Numbers 6:24-26)

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
C Amen!

Closing Hymn 244:1 (TLH): Glory Be to God the Father
1. Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit: Great Jehovah, Three in One!
Glory, glory, While eternal ages run!
Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are used by permission through Concordia Publishing House License #000014224 or OneLicense.net #A-732884.
All Rights reserved. Used by permission. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
If the LORD wills, we will do this or that. James 4:15

WELCOME EVERYONE! We pray that God’s Word and our worship today
will help you grow in the grace and knowledge of our Savior Jesus. We
ask our visitors to please sign our guest book. If you are looking for a
church home, we hope you’ve found it with us. Ask Pastor about a free
Bible study he offers to explain our beliefs and teachings. Where & when?
Your convenience.
A CLEVELAND AREA WORSHIP SERVICE is today at 4pm at the Hughes’
home. Talk to Pastor for more details.
BIBLE CLASS AND SUNDAY PRESCHOOL will resume Sunday, September
11 at 9am. In Bible Class we’ll be taking up a study of the Gospel of John.
CHURCH BOOK CLUB ON ZOOM: Beginning on September 7, a new Mt.
Zion book club will be meeting on Wednesdays at 7:00pm on Zoom. The
plan is to read three faith-building Christian/Theology books in the
months before Advent. Each week we’ll read 30-40 pages. The first book
will be The Spirituality of the Cross by Gene Veith. If you’d like to
participate, please put your name on the sign-up sheet on the hymnal
rack. Pastor will purchase the books and you can reimburse him at your
convenience. Hope you can join us for this spiritually edifying fellowship
opportunity!
MAN UP! RETREAT: The 2022 ManUp! Men's Retreat will be held
September 22-25, 2022, at beautiful Wyalusing State Park near Prairie du
Chien, WI. The retreat will offer strength and encouragement for men 18
and older for their personal faith, family, and fellowship at church. The
weekend will include Bible study, fellowship, leadership training, team
building, relationship building, worship, and many outdoor bonding
activities. Register and send in your payment by August 31st for the
discounted rate of $75. Registration increases to $150 on September 1st.
The registration includes lodging and meals. You can register by going to
the Man Up! website here: www.manup.clclutheran.org.
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CLC CALL NEWS: Pastor Neal Radichel of Immanuel, Mankato, MN, has
returned the call to Redemption, Lynnwood, WA. + Pastor James
Albrecht of St. John’s, Okabena, MN, is still considering the call to
Immanuel, Winter Haven, FL.
SERVING US THIS WEEK
August Usher: Randy Wittorp

Church Cleaning: Troyans

OUR RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL
Worship Attendance Last Sunday = 26
Bi-Weekly
Total Offerings
Offerings Needed:
$3307.69 Needed YTD:
Bi-Weekly
Total Offerings
Offerings Received:
$2558.00 Received YTD:
Missions Offerings YTD (includes 10% of GB & individual offerings):
Maisie Wittorp Christian Education Memorial Fund:

$56,230.77
$51,266.90
$5146.69
$63,241.50

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES AT MT. ZION
Sun. 8/28
10am
Worship Service
4pm
Cleveland Area Worship Service
Tue. 9/6
7-9pm
Elders/Council/Bd of Ed/ Outreach Meetings
Wed. 9/7
7-8pm
Church Book Club via Zoom
Sun. 9/11
9am
Bible Class and Sunday School Resume
Thu. 9/22 –
CLC Men’s Retreat (Man Up!)
Sun. 9/25
Wyalusing State Park, Prairie du Chien, WI
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