February 21, 2021

1st Sunday in Lent
Pre-Service Personal Prayer: Almighty and everlasting God, during this
Lenten Season You graciously offer to us the forgiveness of sins, life, and
eternal salvation for the sake of the bitter sufferings and death of Your
dear Son. Send Your Holy Spirit that we may by faith lay hold of Your offer
of grace and mercy. Moved by Your Gospel, we give continual thanks and
praise to You, and count on Your strength to live our lives obedient to Your
will. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today’s Worship!
Greeting and Prayer
Opening Hymn 721 (WS2000): Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow
1. Cross of Jesus, cross of sorrow, Where the blood of Christ was shed,
Perfect Man on thee did suffer, Perfect God on thee has bled!
2. Here the King of all the ages, Throned in light ere worlds could be,
Robed in mortal flesh is dying, Crucified by sin for me.
3. O mysterious condescending! O abandonment sublime!
Very God Himself is bearing All the sufferings of time!
4. Cross of Jesus, cross of sorrow, Where the blood of Christ was shed,
Perfect Man on thee did suffer, Perfect God on thee has bled!

The Invocation We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen!

The Confession and Absolution of Sins We come before our Holy God admitting that
we are sinful and need His forgiveness.

P We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve Him as His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him
and deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to Him and plead for His mercy.
C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In
countless ways I have sinned against You and do not deserve to
be called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:
Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.
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P God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect
life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed
your guilt forever. You are His own dear child. May God give you
strength to live according to His will!
C Amen!

Lord, Have Mercy

Kyrie

Glory to God in the Highest

Gloria in Excelsis

The Prayer for the Day
The main thoughts for the day are collected together in this prayer.

P Let us pray. . . through Christ Jesus, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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The Old Testament Reading: Genesis 22:1-18
After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, "Abraham!"
And he said, "Here am I." 2 He said, "Take your son, your only son Isaac,
whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a
burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you." 3 So
Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of
his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the
burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told
him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place
from afar. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the
donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to
you." 6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on
Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they
went both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham,
"My father!" And he said, "Here am I, my son." He said, "Behold, the fire
and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?" 8 Abraham
said, "God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my
son." So they went both of them together.
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When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham
built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son
and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached
out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of
the LORD called to him from heaven and said, "Abraham, Abraham!"
And he said, "Here am I." 12 He said, "Do not lay your hand on the boy or
do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have
not withheld your son, your only son, from me." 13 And Abraham lifted
up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a
thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it
up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called the name
of that place, "The LORD will provide"; as it is said to this day, "On the
mount of the LORD it shall be provided."
15
And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from
heaven 16 and said, "By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because
you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I
will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars
of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring
shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all
the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my
voice."
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The Responsive Reading: Psalm 6
P O LORD, rebuke me not in your anger,
C Nor discipline me in your wrath.
P Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am languishing;
C Heal me, O LORD, for my bones are troubled.
P My soul also is greatly troubled.
C But you, O LORD--how long?
P Turn, O LORD, deliver my life;
C Save me for the sake of your steadfast love.
P For in death there is no remembrance of you;
C In Sheol who will give you praise?
P I am weary with my moaning; every night I
flood my bed with tears;
C I drench my couch with my weeping.
P My eye wastes away because of grief;
C It grows weak because of all my foes.
P Depart from me, all you workers of evil,
C For the LORD has heard the sound of my weeping.
P The LORD has heard my plea;
C The LORD accepts my prayer.
P All my enemies shall be ashamed and greatly troubled;
C They shall turn back and be put to shame in a moment.

The Epistle Reading: James 1:12-18
Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he
has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has
promised to those who love him. 13 Let no one say when he is tempted,
"I am being tempted by God," for God cannot be tempted with evil, and
he himself tempts no one. 14 But each person is tempted when he is
lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 Then desire when it has
conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth
death. 16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17 Every good gift
and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of
lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18 Of
his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be
a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.
P Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.
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The Apostles’ Creed We boldly confess what we believe.
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven; And is seated at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From there He will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn 141 (TLH): Enslaved by Sin and Bound in Chains
1. Enslaved by sin and bound in chains, Beneath its dreadful tyrant sway,
And doomed to everlasting pains, We wretched, guilty captives lay.
2. Nor gold nor gems could buy our peace, Nor all the world's collected store
Suffice to purchase our release; A thousand worlds were all too poor.
3. Jesus, the Lord, the mighty God, An all-sufficient ransom paid.
O matchless price! His precious blood For vile, rebellious traitors shed.
4. Jesus the Sacrifice became To rescue guilty souls from hell;
The spotless, bleeding, dying Lamb Beneath avenging Justice fell.
5. Amazing goodness! Love divine! Oh, may our grateful hearts adore
The matchless grace nor yield to sin wear its cruel fetters more!
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The Sermon: Luke 4:1-13 NKJV
Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan
and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, 2 being tempted for forty days
by the devil. And in those days He ate nothing, and afterward, when they
had ended, He was hungry. 3 And the devil said to Him, "If You are the Son
of God, command this stone to become bread." 4 But Jesus answered him,
saying, "It is written, `Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word
of God.'" 5 Then the devil, taking Him up on a high mountain, showed Him
all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 6 And the devil said to
Him, "All this authority I will give You, and their glory; for this has been
delivered to me, and I give it to whomever I wish. 7 "Therefore, if You will
worship before me, all will be Yours." 8 And Jesus answered and said to
him, "Get behind Me, Satan! For it is written, `You shall worship the LORD
your God, and Him only you shall serve.'" 9 Then he brought Him to
Jerusalem, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, "If You
are the Son of God, throw Yourself down from here. 10 "For it is written: `He
shall give His angels charge over you, To keep you,' 11 "and, `In their hands
they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.'" 12 And
Jesus answered and said to him, "It has been said, `You shall not tempt the
LORD your God.'" 13 Now when the devil had ended every temptation, he
departed from Him until an opportune time.

Theme: THE ROARING LION MEETS HIS MATCH
As your Substitute, Jesus beat the devil’s temptation…
I. …to distrust the Father’s will.
II. …to take the easy way out.
III. …to put the Father to the test.

The Offertory
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Hymn 262 (TLH): A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
1. A mighty Fortress is our God, A trusty Shield and Weapon;
He helps us free from every need That hath us now o'ertaken.
The old evil Foe Now means deadly woe; Deep guile and great might
Are his dread arms in fight; On Earth is not his equal.
2. With might of ours can naught be done, Soon were our loss effected;
But for us fights the Valiant One, Whom God Himself elected.
Ask ye, Who is this? Jesus Christ it is. Of Sabaoth Lord,
And there's none other God; He holds the field forever.
3. Though devils all the world should fill, All eager to devour us.
We tremble not, we fear no ill, They shall not overpower us.
This world's prince may still Scowl fierce as he will, He can harm us none,
He's judged; the deed is done; One little word can fell him.
4. The Word they still shall let remain Nor any thanks have for it;
He's by our side upon the plain With His good gifts and Spirit.
And take they our life, Goods, fame, child and wife, Let these all be gone,
They yet have nothing won; The Kingdom our remaineth.

Prayer of the Church – The Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Benediction
The blessing given by God for His people (Numbers 6:24-26)

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
C Amen!

Closing Hymn 179 (TLH): On My Heart Imprint Thine Image
1. On my heart imprint Thine image, Blessed Jesus, King of Grace,
That life's riches, cares, and pleasures Have no power Thee to efface.
This the superscription be: Jesus, crucified for me,
Is my life, my hope's Foundation, And my Glory and Salvation.
Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are used by permission through Concordia Publishing House License #000014224 or OneLicense.net #A-732884.
All Rights reserved. Used by permission. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
“If the LORD wills, we will do this or that.” James 4:15

WELCOME EVERYONE! We pray that God’s Word and our worship today will help
you grow in the grace and knowledge of our Savior Jesus. We ask our visitors to
please sign our guest book. If you are looking for a church home, we hope you’ve
found it with us. Ask our Pastor about a free Bible study he offers to explain what
we believe, teach, and practice. Where and when? Your convenience.
MIDWEEK LENT SERVICES: The season of Lent began on Ash Wednesday,
February 17. Lent is a time of repentance and reflection on the sufferings and
death our Savior went through to earn the forgiveness of sins for us. We are once
again offering midweek Lenten services this year and will be participating in a
“pulpit exchange” with the other CLC churches in lower Michigan. We are
considering the theme: It’s All About Jesus. These special services will be held
each Wednesday at 7pm. May the Spirit bless our meditation this year!
VOTERS MEETING MARCH 7: A brief voters meeting is scheduled for March 7 at
1pm. The treasurer and financial secretary will be resubmitting for approval their
annual reports with reconciled financial numbers.
OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT: The normal collection of the offering has been
omitted from this service. If you have an offering that you wish to contribute,
please deposit it in the gold plate on the shelf in the back of church. If you wish
to give your church offering electronically, you can do so by downloading the
CashApp on your mobile device. The church’s $cashtag is “$clcmtzion”. Please
direct questions to Financial Secretary Nathan Fobear.
CLC CALL NEWS: Pastor David Schaller, Redeemer, Sister Lakes, MI, has received
the call from the CLC Call Committee for Education Institutions to serve as
professor at Immanuel Lutheran College in Eau Claire, WI. This call is for replacing
Prof. John Reim who is retiring in June of 2021. <> Teacher Valerie Hammett,
Messiah, Eau Claire, has returned the call to be the lower grade teacher at
Immanuel, Winter Haven, FL.
SERVING US THIS WEEK
February Usher: Ben Mueller <> Church Cleaning: Troyans
OUR RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL
In-Person Worship Last Sunday = 14 // In-Person Bible Class Last Sunday = 6
In-Person Ash Wednesday = 14
Bi-Weekly
Total Offerings
Offerings Needed:
$3,076.92 Needed YTD:
$10,769.23
Bi-Weekly
Total Offerings
Offerings Received:
$4,020.00 Received YTD:
$10,371.00
Missions Offerings YTD (includes 10% of GB & individual offerings):
$1,037.10
Maisie Wittorp Christian Education Memorial Fund:
$1,200.00
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IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES AT MT. ZION
Today
4pm
Cleveland Worship Service
Wed. 2/24
7pm
2nd Midweek Lent Service
(Pastor Schaller guest preaching)
Sun. 2/28
9am
Sunday Bible Class
10am
Worship Service (Lent 2)
Sun. 3/7
1pm
Voters Meeting to approve Treas. & Fi. Sec. Reports
Tue. 3/9
7pm
Elders Meeting
7:30pm
Council Meeting
8pm
Outreach Meeting
IN OUR PRAYERS <> ENCOURAGEMENT LIST
Ephesians 6:18 “Be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.”

Jackie McGruder remains homebound as she continues to suffer from lupus, a
chronic autoimmune disease that attacks tissues and organs. Jay Sandeen (atdistance member in Columbus, OH) is currently serving with his Army National Guard
unit overseas in Kuwait. The Wittorps are expecting a newborn baby boy in May.

Worship at Mt. Zion
We have a singular goal in our worship: “Walk prudently when you go
to the house of God; and draw near to hear rather than to give the
sacrifice of fools.” (Ecclesiastes 5:1 NKJV)
Our service follows the historic Biblical style of using a liturgy. The
liturgy is meant to give order and structure to the worship service. We
try to keep our worship respectful in order to foster an atmosphere
which allows us to focus on the power of God’s Word. Our service is also
meant to be reflective so that each individual can hear, understand, and
meditate upon the wonderful works of God! (Acts 2:11)
We believe that God creates and sustains faith in a person’s heart
through the power of His Word: Romans 1:16: “For I am not ashamed of
the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who
believes.” We recognize that in our fast-paced society, meditative and
reflective worship is sometimes considered outdated, irrelevant, or
boring. Yet, God Himself says, “faith comes from hearing, and hearing
through the word of Christ.” (Romans 10:17) God has not changed His
method of reaching people with the hope of forgiveness simply because
our society has changed. He remains the same and His Word remains
powerful.
If the worship service seems strange to you, don’t give up right away!
Stick with it, try to learn something new each week, and develop a habit
of being present in God’s house. The ability to quietly listen and learn is
an acquired skill that takes time and practice. Our prayer each week is
that we grow in our ability to listen to God’s Word and thereby increase
our faith in Jesus. We hope you will continue to join us!
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