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  2nd Sunday in Advent 
 

 

Pre-Service Personal Prayer: Lord God, heavenly Father, send Your Son 
into our hearts by the power of Your Holy Spirit, that we, being 
strengthened by the Sun of Righteousness, may walk before You in fervent 
faith and all holy obedience. Watch over our little flock, and by Your Word 
strengthen our faith and renew in us a rejoicing spirit in our Advent and 
Christmas worship. Amen. 
 

Today’s Worship! 
 

Greeting and Prayer 
 

Hymn 701 (WS2000): Prepare the Royal Highway 
 

1. Prepare the royal highway; 
The King of kings is near! 
Let ev’ry hill and valley 

A level road appear! 
Then greet the King of glory, 

Foretold in sacred story; 
Hosanna to the Lord, 

For He fulfills God’s Word! 
 

2. God’s people, see Him coming: 
Your own eternal king! 

Palm branches strew before Him! 
Spread garments! Shout and sing! 

God’s promise will not fail you! 
No more shall doubt assail you! 

Hosanna to the Lord, 
For He fulfills God’s Word! 

3. Then fling the gates wide open 
To greet your promised king! 
Your king, yet every nation 
Its tribute too may bring. 

All lands will bow before Him; 
Their voices join your singing: 

Hosanna to the Lord, 
For He fulfills God’s Word! 

4. His is no earthly kingdom; 
It comes from heav’n above. 
His rule is peace and freedom 
And justice, truth, and love. 

So let your praise be sounding 
For kindness to abounding: 

Hosanna to the Lord, 
For He fulfills God’s Word! 

 

The Invocation We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen!  

 

The Confession and Absolution of Sins  
We come before our Holy God admitting that we are sinful and need His forgiveness. 

P Beloved of God: Let us draw near with a true heart, and confess 
our sins to God our Father, asking Him, in the Name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to grant forgiveness: 



3 

 

C Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer: we confess that we 
are sinful by nature, and have sinned against You in our 
thoughts, words, and actions. We have not loved You above all 
things. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. Have 
mercy on us, and for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, forgive us 
our sins.  

P God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His 
only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a 
called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your 
sins in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Lord, Have Mercy   Kyrie 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gloria in Excelsis (TLH 62:1-2 Oh Come, Oh Come, Emmanuel) 
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The Prayer for the Day 
The main thoughts for the day are collected together in this prayer. 

P Let us pray. . . through Christ Jesus, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.  
 

The Epistle Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-14 
But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one 

day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord 
is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient 
toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should 
reach repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and 
then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies 
will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are 
done on it will be exposed. 11 Since all these things are thus to be 
dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and 
godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 
because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the 
heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13 But according to his promise 
we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness 
dwells. 14 Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent 
to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace. 
 

The Responsive Psalm Reading: Psalm 85 Selected Verses 

P LORD, you were favorable to your land;  
C You restored the fortunes of Jacob.  
P You forgave the iniquity of your people;  
C You covered all their sin. 
P You withdrew all your wrath;  
C You turned from your hot anger.  
P Restore us again, O God of our salvation,  
C And put away your indignation toward us!  
P Show us your steadfast love, O LORD,  
C And grant us your salvation.  
P Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him,  
C That glory may dwell in our land.  
P Yes, the LORD will give what is good,  
C And our land will yield its increase.  
P Righteousness will go before him  
C And make his footsteps a way.  
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The Gospel Reading: Mark 1:1-8 
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 As it is 

written in Isaiah the prophet, "Behold, I send my messenger before your 
face, who will prepare your way, 3 the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,'" 4 
John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the country of Judea 
and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by 
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed 
with camel's hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate 
locusts and wild honey. 7 And he preached, saying, "After me comes he 
who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to 
stoop down and untie. 8 I have baptized you with water, but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 

 

P Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

The Apostles’ Creed We boldly confess what we believe. 

C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven; And is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From there He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Hymn 63 (TLH): On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
 

1. On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
Announces that the Lord is nigh; 

Come, then, and hearken, for he brings 
Glad tidings from the King of kings. 

 

2. Then cleansed be every Christian breast 
And furnished for so great a Guest. 
Yea, let us each our hearts prepare 
For Christ to come and enter there. 

3. For Thou art our Salvation, Lord, 
Our Refuge, and our great Reward. 

Without Thy grace our souls must fade 
And wither like a flower decayed. 

 

4. Lay on the sick Thy healing hand 
And make the fallen strong to stand; 

Show us the glory of Thy face 
Till beauty springs in every place. 

5. All praise, eternal Son, to Thee 
Who advent sets Thy people free, 
Whom, with the Father, we adore 

And Holy Ghost forevermore. 
 

The Sermon: Isaiah 40:1-11 
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to 

Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is 
pardoned, that she has received from the LORD's hand double for all her 
sins. 3 A voice cries: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be 
lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground 
shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5 And the glory of the 
LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth 
of the LORD has spoken." 6 A voice says, "Cry!" And I said, "What shall I 
cry?" All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 7 
The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the LORD blows 
on it; surely the people are grass. 8 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
but the word of our God will stand forever. 9 Get you up to a high 
mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with strength, 
O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of 
Judah, "Behold your God!" 10 Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his 
recompense before him. 11 He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will 
gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently 
lead those that are with young. 

 

THEME: Hark! The Heralds of Advent Speak 
I. The LORD heralds His plan of deliverance (1-2) 

II. The voice in the wilderness heralds sin and grace (3-8) 
III. The Church heralds the King’s coming (9-11) 
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The Offertory 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Hymn 61 (TLH): Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People 
 

1. Comfort, comfort, ye My people, 
    Speak ye peace, thus saith our God; 

Comfort those who sit in darkness, 
    Mourning 'neath their sorrows' load. 

Speak ye to Jerusalem 
    Of the peace that waits for them; 

Tell her that her sins I cover 
    And her warfare now is over. 

 

2. Yea, her sins our God will pardon, 
    Blotting out each dark misdeed; 

All that well deserved His anger 
    He no more will see or heed. 
She hath suffered many a day, 

    Now her griefs have passed away; 
God will change her pining sadness 

    Into ever-springing gladness.  

3. Hark, the Herald's voice is crying 
    In the desert far and near, 

Bidding all men to repentance 
    Since the Kingdom now is here. 

Oh, that warning cry obey! 
    Now prepare for God a way; 
Let the valleys rise to meet Him 

    And the hills bow down to greet Him.  
 

4. Make ye straight what long was crooked, 
    Make the rougher places plain; 

Let your hearts be true and humble, 
    As befits His holy reign. 
For the glory of the Lord 

    Now o'er earth is shed abroad, 
And all flesh shall see the token 

    That His Word is never broken.   
 

 

Prayer of the Church – The Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Service of the Sacrament 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up to the Lord. 
P It is right and beneficial that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose way John 
the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the Messiah, the very 
Lamb of God, and calling sinners to repentance that they might 
escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in 
glory;  Therefore with angels and archangels and all the company 
of heaven, we magnify Your glorious Name, evermore praising 
You and saying… 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy   Sanctus 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Words of Institution 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, 
took bread. And when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave 
it to His disciples, saying, “Take, eat. This is My body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way 
He took the cup, after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them 
saying, “Drink of it, all of you. This cup is the new covenant in My 
blood, which is shed for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  
The peace of the Lord be with you always! 
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Lamb of God   Agnus Dei 

 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Distribution of the Sacrament 
 

Communion Today is for Members Only Please 
We don't judge anyone's faith, but we do stand up for our own. The Bible teaches what 
we call "Close Communion," that is, God wants you to commune only with those people 
with whom you are agreed in ALL the Bible's teachings. This belief is based upon the 
Bible passages listed below. Therefore, if you are a guest with us today, and BEFORE you 
come up to commune with us, you'll want to find out if our church teaches what the 
Bible does! The pastor would be happy to discuss this with you at your convenience!  

1 Corinthians 1:10 "Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions 
among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in 
the same judgment."  
1 Corinthians 11:26-30 "For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, 
you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes. Therefore whoever eats this bread 
or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body 
and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that 
bread and drink of that cup. For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner 
eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord's body." 
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O Lord, Now Let Your Servant   Nunc Dimittis 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord with gladness.  
 

 

Thanksgiving 
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The Benediction 
The blessing given by God for His people (Numbers 6:24-26) 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
C Amen!  

 

Hymn 75:1 (TLH): Ye Sons of Men, Oh, Hearken 
 

1. Ye sons of men, oh, hearken: Your heart and mind prepare, 
To hail the almighty Savior, O sinners, be your care. 
He who of grace alone Our Life and Light was given, 

The promised Lord from heaven, Unto our world is shown. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

“If the LORD wills, we will do this or that.” James 4:15 
 

WELCOME EVERYONE! We pray that God’s Word and our worship today will help 
you grow in the grace and knowledge of our Savior Jesus. We ask our visitors to 
please sign our guest book. If you are looking for a church home, we hope you’ve 
found it with us. Ask our Pastor about a free Bible study he offers to explain what 
we believe, teach, and practice. Where and when? Your convenience.  
 

EXTRA COPIES OF THE NEW EDITION OF DAILY REST are available for purchase 
on the hymnal rack in the back of church. Please deposit $4/each into the 
offering plate with a note: “For Daily Rest.” 
 

ELECTION VOTERS MEETING RESULTS: Last Sunday the voters met remotely and 
elected the following men as church officers for 2021: President Randy Wittorp 
(1yr);  Vice President Ben Mueller (1yr); Secretary David Fobear (1yr); Treasurer 
Matt Fobear (1yr); Financial Secretary Nathan Fobear (1yr); Trustee Carl Ryan 
(3yrs); Elder Matt Fobear (3yrs); Elder Nathan Fobear (1yr); Board of Finance: 
Carl Ryan (1yr) and Ben Mueller (1yr). God willing, officer installations will be 
held on Sunday, January 6, 2021.  
 

DECEMBER MIDWEEK ADVENT SERVICES: Advent means “coming.” Advent 
season is the time when we look forward to the celebration of when Christ came 
into the world to begin His mission of redemption. Continuing this Wednesday, 
December 9 at 7pm, we’ll be holding our second midweek Advent service. 
Midweek services are a great way to look forward to the greatest of all Christmas 
presents: our Savior Jesus!  
 

OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT: The normal collection of the offering has been 
omitted from this service. If you have an offering that you wish to contribute, 
please deposit it in the gold plate on the shelf in the back of church. If you wish 
to give your church offering electronically, you can do so by downloading the 
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CashApp on your mobile device. The church’s $cashtag is “$clcmtzion”. Please 
direct questions to Financial Secretary Nathan Fobear. 
 

CLC CALL NEWS: Pastor Sam Rodebaugh, Immanuel, Winter Haven, FL has 
received the call to Living Savior, Eden Prairie, MN. <> Pastor Del Maas, Gift of 
God, Mapleton, ND and St. Paul, Ponsford, MN has received the call to 
Redeemer, Bowdle and Zion, Ipswich, SD. <> Pastor Michael Gurath, Holy Cross, 
Phoenix, AZ has returned the call to Redeemer, Cheyenne, WY. <> Teacher Matt 
Thurow, Berea, Inver Grove Heights, MN has returned the call to teach grades 4-
8 and serve as principal for Holy Trinity Lutheran School, West Columbia, SC. <> 
Teacher Quinn Sprengler, Redemption, WA, has received the call to serve as 
principal and upper grade teacher at Faith, Markesan, WI. <> Teacher Paul Tiefel 
III, Messiah, Eau Claire, WI, has received the call to serve as principal and upper 
grade teacher at Messiah, Hales Corners, WI.  
 

OUR RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL  
In-Person Attend. Sun. 11/22 = 12 <> In-Person Attend. Wed. 12/2 = 11 

Bi-Weekly  
Offerings Needed: $2,692.31 

Total Offerings 
Needed YTD: $64,615.38 

Bi-Weekly  
Offerings Received: $3,164.00 

Total Offerings 
Received YTD: $73,792.56 

Missions Offerings YTD (includes 4% of GB & individual offerings): $3,073.70 
 

SERVING US THIS WEEK 
December Usher: Nathan Fobear <> Church Cleaning: Naumanns 

 

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES AT MT. ZION 

Tue. 12/8 7pm Elders Meeting 
 7:30pm Church Council Meeting 
 8pm Trustees Meeting 
Wed. 12/9 7pm 2nd Midweek Advent Service 
Tue. 12/15 7pm Outreach Meeting 
Wed. 12/16 7pm 3rd Midweek Advent Service 
Thu. 12/24 7pm Christmas Eve Service 

 

 

 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS <> ENCOURAGEMENT LIST 
Ephesians 6:18 “Be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.” 

Jackie McGruder remains homebound as she continues to suffer from lupus, a 
chronic autoimmune disease that attacks tissues and organs. Jay Sandeen (at-
distance member in Columbus, OH) is currently serving with his Army National Guard 
unit overseas in Kuwait. Pastor Naumann’s mother, Desirae Naumann of Clarkston, 
WA, has stage four brain cancer and is under home hospice awaiting the Lord’s good 
timing to take her home. 
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