December 13, 2020

Merry
Christmas
- Paul, the Apostle

3rd Sunday in Advent
Pre-Service Personal Prayer: Lord God, heavenly Father, send Your Son
into our hearts by the power of Your Holy Spirit, that we, being
strengthened by the Sun of Righteousness, may walk before You in fervent
faith and all holy obedience. Watch over our little flock, and by Your Word
strengthen our faith and renew in us a rejoicing spirit in our Advent and
Christmas worship. Amen.

Today’s Worship!
Greeting and Prayer
Hymn 68 (TLH): The Advent of Our King
1. The advent of our King
Our prayers must now employ,
And we must hymns of welcome sing
In strains of holy joy.

2. The everlasting Son
Incarnate deigns to be;
Himself a servant's form puts on
To set His servants free.

3. O Zion's Daughter, rise
To meet thy lowly King,
Nor let thy faithless heart despise
The peace He comes to bring.

4. As Judge, on clouds of light,
He soon will come again
And His true members all unite
With Him in heaven to reign.

5. Before the dawning day
Let sin's dark deeds be gone,
The old man all be put away,
The new man all put on.

6. All glory to the Son,
Who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever One,
Through all eternity.

The Invocation We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen!

The Confession and Absolution of Sins We come before our Holy God admitting that
we are sinful and need His forgiveness.

P We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve Him as His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him
and deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to Him and plead for His mercy.
C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In
countless ways I have sinned against You and do not deserve to
be called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:
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Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.
P God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect
life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed
your guilt forever. You are His own dear child. May God give you
strength to live according to His will!
C Amen!

Lord, Have Mercy

Kyrie

Gloria in Excelsis (TLH 62:1-2 Oh Come, Oh Come, Emmanuel)

The Prayer for the Day
The main thoughts for the day are collected together in this prayer.

P Let us pray. . . through Christ Jesus, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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The Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 61:1-3,10-11
The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed
me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the
prison to those who are bound; 2 to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3 to grant
to those who mourn in Zion-- to give them a beautiful headdress instead of
ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise
instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the
planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified.
10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for he
has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a
beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11 For as
the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it
to sprout up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to sprout
up before all the nations.

The Responsive Psalm Reading: Psalm 126
P When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,
C We were like those who dream.
P Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our
tongue with shouts of joy;
C Then they said among the nations, "The LORD
has done great things for them."
P The LORD has done great things for us;
C We are glad.
P Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
C Like streams in the Negeb!
P Those who sow in tears
C Shall reap with shouts of joy!
P He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing,
C Shall come home with shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves with him.

The Gospel Reading: John 1:6-8,19-28
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him.
8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?" 20 He confessed, and did
not deny, but confessed, "I am not the Christ." 21 And they asked him,
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"What then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you the Prophet?"
And he answered, "No." 22 So they said to him, "Who are you? We need to
give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?" 23
He said, "I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 'Make straight
the way of the Lord,' as the prophet Isaiah said." 24 (Now they had been
sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, "Then why are you baptizing, if
you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?" 26 John answered
them, "I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27
even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to
untie." 28 These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John
was baptizing.
P Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.

The Apostles’ Creed We boldly confess what we believe.
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven; And is seated at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From there He will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Hymn 272:1-3,5 (TLH): When All the World was Cursed
1. When all the world was cursed
By Moses’ condemnation,
Saint John the Baptist came
With words of consolation.
With true forerunner’s zeal
The Greater One he named,
And Him, as yet unknown,
As Savior he proclaimed.

2. Before he yet was born,
He leaped in joyful meeting,
Confessing Him as Lord
Whose mother he was greeting.
By Jordan’s rolling stream,
A new Elijah bold,
He testified of Him
Of whom the prophets told:

3. Behold the Lamb of God
That bears the world’s transgression,
Whose sacrifice removes
The Enemy’s oppression.
Behold the Lamb of God,
Who beareth all our sin,
Who for our peace and joy
Will full atonement win.

5. Oh, grant, Thou Lord of Love,
That we receive, rejoicing,
The word proclaimed by John,
Our true repentance voicing;
That gladly we may walk
Upon our Savior’s way
Until we live with Him
In His eternal day.

The Sermon: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18,23-24
Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
23
Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and
may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is faithful; he will
surely do it.

THEME: Christmas Cards from Paul

Pray Without
Ceasing
May your whole spirit and soul and body
be kept blameless at the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ.
He who calls you in faithful; he will surely do it.
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Sermon Hymn 703:1-2 (WS200): Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
1. Rejoice, rejoice, believers,
And let your lights appear!
The evening is advancing,
And darker night is near.
The Bridegroom is arising,
And soon is drawing nigh.
Up, pray and watch and wrestle!
At midnight comes the cry.

2. The watchers on the mountain
Proclaim the Bridegroom near;
Go forth, as He approaches
With alleluias clear.
The marriage feast is waiting,
The gates wide open stand;
Arise, O heirs of glory
The Bridegroom is at hand!

Sermon Hymn 540:1-2 (TLH): With the Lord Begin Thy Task
1. With the Lord begin thy task,
Jesus will direct it.
For His aid and counsel ask,
Jesus will perfect it.
Every morn with Jesus rise,
And when day is ended,
In His name then close thine eyes;
Be to Him commended.

2. Let each day begin with prayer
Praise and adoration;
On the Lord cast ev’ry care,
He is thy Salvation.
Morning, evening, and at night
Jesus will be near thee,
Save thee from the Tempter’s might,
With His presence cheer thee.

Sermon Hymn 36:1-2 (TLH): Now Thank We All Our God
1. Now thank we all our God
With heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things hath done,
In whom His world rejoices;
Who from our mother's arms
Hath blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love,
And still is ours today.

2. Oh, may this bounteous God
Through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts
And blessed peace to cheer us;
And keep us in His grace
And guide us when perplexed
And free us from all ills
In this world and the next.

The Offertory
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Hymn 703:3-4 (WS2000): Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
3. The saints, who here in patience
Their cross and suff’rings bore,
Shall live and reign forever,
When sorrow is no more.
Around the throne of glory
The Lamb they shall behold;
In triumph cast before Him
Their diadems of gold!

4. Our Hope and Expectation,
O Jesus, now appear;
Arise, O Sun so longed for,
O'er this benighted sphere.
With hearts and hands uplifted,
We plead, O Lord, to see
The day of earth's redemption,
That sets Your people free!

Prayer of the Church – The Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Service of the Sacrament
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them up to the Lord.
P It is right and beneficial that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose way John
the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the Messiah, the very
Lamb of God, and calling sinners to repentance that they might
escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in
glory; Therefore with angels and archangels and all the company
of heaven, we magnify Your glorious Name, evermore praising
You and saying…
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Holy, Holy, Holy

Sanctus

Words of Institution
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed,
took bread. And when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave
it to His disciples, saying, “Take, eat. This is My body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way
He took the cup, after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them
saying, “Drink of it, all of you. This cup is the new covenant in My
blood, which is shed for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always!

Lamb of God

Agnus Dei
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Distribution of the Sacrament
Communion Today is for Members Only Please
We don't judge anyone's faith, but we do stand up for our own. The Bible teaches what
we call "Close Communion," that is, God wants you to commune only with those people
with whom you are agreed in ALL the Bible's teachings. This belief is based upon the
Bible passages listed below. Therefore, if you are a guest with us today, and BEFORE you
come up to commune with us, you'll want to find out if our church teaches what the
Bible does! The pastor would be happy to discuss this with you at your convenience!
1 Corinthians 1:10 "Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions
among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment."
1 Corinthians 11:26-30 "For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup,
you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes. Therefore whoever eats this bread
or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body
and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that
bread and drink of that cup. For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner
eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord's body."

O Lord, Now Let Your Servant

Nunc Dimittis
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P Go in peace. Serve the Lord with gladness.

Thanksgiving

The Benediction
The blessing given by God for His people (Numbers 6:24-26)

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
C Amen!

Hymn 69:1 (TLH): Arise, Sons of the Kingdom
1. Arise, sons of the Kingdom! The King is drawing nigh;
Arise and hail with gladness The Ruler from on high.
Ye Christians, hasten forth! Your praise and homage bring Him
And glad hosannas sing Him; Naught else your love is worth.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
“If the LORD wills, we will do this or that.” James 4:15

WELCOME EVERYONE! We pray that God’s Word and our worship today will
help you grow in the grace and knowledge of our Savior Jesus. We ask our
visitors to please sign our guest book. If you are looking for a church home,
we hope you’ve found it with us. Ask our Pastor about a free Bible study he
offers to explain what we believe, teach, and practice. Where and when?
Your convenience.
MIDWEEK ADVENT SERVICES: Continuing this Wednesday, December 16 at
7pm, we’ll be holding our third and final midweek Advent service.
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE: Thursday, December 24 at 7pm, we will be holding
our Christmas Eve Service. All are invited to this special service where we will
be reading through the Biblical Christmas account, singing favorite Christmas
carols, and celebrating the birth of our Savior Jesus!
OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT: The normal collection of the offering has been
omitted from this service. If you have an offering that you wish to contribute,
please deposit it in the gold plate on the shelf in the back of church. If you
wish to give your church offering electronically, you can do so by
downloading the CashApp on your mobile device. The church’s $cashtag is
“$clcmtzion”. Please direct questions to Financial Secretary Nathan Fobear.
2021 CLC MISSION HELPER TRIP TO NEPAL: With an application deadline
quickly approaching and still so much uncertainty concerning international
travel, vaccination requirements and availability, and government
restrictions on gatherings in Nepal due to the pandemic, the decision has
been made to cancel the 2021 trip that was tentatively scheduled for July
with the prayer that things will be back to normal enough by this time
next year to make plans for 2022.
CLC CALL NEWS: Pastor Sam Rodebaugh, Immanuel, Winter Haven, FL has
received the call to Living Savior, Eden Prairie, MN. <> Pastor Del Maas, Gift
of God, Mapleton, ND and St. Paul, Ponsford, MN has returned the call to
Redeemer, Bowdle and Zion, Ipswich, SD. <> Teacher Quinn Sprengler,
Redemption, WA, has received the call to serve as principal and upper grade
teacher at Faith, Markesan, WI. <> Teacher Paul Tiefel III, Messiah, Eau Claire,
WI, has received the call to serve as principal and upper grade teacher at
Messiah, Hales Corners, WI.
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NOMINATIONS FOR ILC PROFESSOR: The following nominations have been
received to fill the professorship vacated by the impending retirement of
Professor John Reim at the end of the 2020-21 academic year: Pastors Paul
Krause, Neal Radichel, Rob Sauers, and David Schaller. All comments from
members of CLC congregations regarding these candidates are to be received
by email or letter no later than midnight December 29, 2020 (letters
postmarked December 24, 2020) to: Mr. James Burkhardt; 217 Windy Lane;
Rockwall, TX 75087; email: jeb6217@yahoo.com.
THE ILC CHRISTMAS CONCERT will be held Friday, December 18 at 7:00 pm
on the campus of Immanuel in Eau Claire, WI. Because of the mild forecast
for Friday, the concert will be held outside on the hillside next to the gym.
Guests are encouraged to bring their own chairs, if they wish. Because of the
considerable space we have outdoors, it will be open to the public.
OUR RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL
In-Person Attend. Sun. 12/6 = 14 <> In-Person Attend. Wed. 12/9 = 15
Bi-Weekly
Total Offerings
Offerings Needed:
$2,692.31 Needed YTD:
$65,961.54
Bi-Weekly
Total Offerings
Offerings Received:
$2,679.00 Received YTD:
$74,986.56
Missions Offerings YTD (includes 4% of GB & individual offerings):
$3,121.46
SERVING US THIS WEEK
December Usher: Nathan Fobear <> Church Cleaning: Ryans
IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES AT MT. ZION
Tue. 12/15
7pm
Outreach Meeting
Wed. 12/16
7pm
3rd Midweek Advent Service
Thu. 12/24
7pm
Christmas Eve Service
IN OUR PRAYERS <> ENCOURAGEMENT LIST
Ephesians 6:18 “Be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.”

Jackie McGruder remains homebound as she continues to suffer from lupus, a
chronic autoimmune disease that attacks tissues and organs. Jay Sandeen (atdistance member in Columbus, OH) is currently serving with his Army National
Guard unit overseas in Kuwait. Pastor Naumann’s mother, Desirae Naumann
of Clarkston, WA, has stage four brain cancer and is under home hospice
awaiting the Lord’s good timing to take her home.

14

