October 25, 2020

21st Sunday after Pentecost
Pre-Service Personal Prayer: Lord Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
strengthen our faith in You the only true God, and increase our wisdom in
Your holy Word. Through the power of Your Holy Spirit working in our
hearts by that Word, restore unto us the joy of Your Salvation, and the
hope of eternal life. Through Jesus Christ we ask it, Amen.

Today’s Worship!
Greeting and Prayer
Hymn 295 (TLH): The Law of God Is Good and Wise
1. The Law of God is good and wise
And sets His will before our eyes,
Shows us the way of righteousness,
And dooms to death when we transgress.

2. Its light of holiness imparts
The knowledge of our sinful hearts
That we may see our lost estate
And seek deliverance ere too late.

3. To those who help in Christ have found
And would in works of love abound
It shows what deeds are His delight
And should be done as food and right.

4. When men the offered help disdain
And wilfully in sin remain,
Its terror in their ear resounds
And keeps their wickedness in bounds.

5. The Law is good; but since the Fall
Its holiness condemns us all;
It dooms us for our sin to die
And has no power to justify.

6. To Jesus we for refuge flee,
Who from the curse has set us free,
And humbly worship at His throne,
Saved by His grace through faith alone.

The Invocation We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen!

The Confession and Absolution of Sins
We come before our Holy God admitting that we are sinful and need His forgiveness.

P Beloved of God: Let us draw near with a true heart, and confess
our sins to God our Father, asking Him, in the Name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, to grant forgiveness:
C Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer: we confess that we are
sinful by nature, and have sinned against You in our thoughts,
words, and actions. We have not loved You above all things. We
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have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. Have mercy on us, and
for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, forgive us our sins.
P God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His
only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the
Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy

Kyrie

God, We Praise You!

Gloria in Excelsis (Hymn #798; tune “Austria”)
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The Prayer for the Day
The main thoughts for the day are collected together in this prayer.

P Let us pray. . . through Christ Jesus, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

The Epistle Reading: Romans 11:25-32
Lest you be wise in your own sight, I want you to understand
this mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until
the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And in this way all Israel will
be saved, as it is written, "The Deliverer will come from Zion, he will
banish ungodliness from Jacob"; 27 "and this will be my covenant with
them when I take away their sins." 28 As regards the gospel, they are
enemies of God for your sake. But as regards election, they are beloved
for the sake of their forefathers. 29 For the gifts and the calling of God
are irrevocable. 30 For just as you were at one time disobedient to God
but now have received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so they
too have now been disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to
you they also may now receive mercy. 32 For God has consigned all to
disobedience, that he may have mercy on all.

The Responsive Psalm Reading: Psalm 22:23-28
P You who fear the LORD, praise him!
C All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him, and stand in awe of him,
all you offspring of Israel!
P For he has not despised or abhorred the affliction of the afflicted,
C And he has not hidden his face from him, but has heard, when
he cried to him.
P From you comes my praise in the great congregation;
C My vows I will perform before those who
fear him.
P The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; those
who seek him shall praise the LORD!
C May your hearts live forever!
P All the ends of the earth shall remember and
turn to the LORD,
C And all the families of the nations shall
worship before you.
P For kingship belongs to the LORD,
C And he rules over the nations.
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The Gospel Reading: Matthew 21:28-44
"What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the
first and said, 'Son, go and work in the vineyard today.' 29 And he
answered, 'I will not,' but afterward he changed his mind and went. 30
And he went to the other son and said the same. And he answered, 'I
go, sir,' but did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?"
They said, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Truly, I say to you, the tax
collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. 32
For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not
believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And
even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and
believe him. 33 "Hear another parable. There was a master of a house
who planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a winepress
in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and went into another
country. 34 When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to
the tenants to get his fruit. 35 And the tenants took his servants and beat
one, killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other servants,
more than the first. And they did the same to them. 37 Finally he sent his
son to them, saying, 'They will respect my son.' 38 But when the tenants
saw the son, they said to themselves, 'This is the heir. Come, let us kill
him and have his inheritance.' 39 And they took him and threw him out
of the vineyard and killed him. 40 When therefore the owner of the
vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?" 41 They said to him,
"He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons."
42
Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the Scriptures:
"'The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this
was the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes'? 43 Therefore I tell
you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a
people producing its fruits. 44 And the one who falls on this stone will be
broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him."
P Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.
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The Apostle’s Creed We boldly confess what we believe.
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven; And is seated at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From there He will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn 465 (TLH): Christ Is Our Corner-Stone
1. Christ is our Corner-stone,
On Him alone we build;
With His true saints alone
The courts of heaven are filled.
On His great love
Our hopes we place
Of present grace
And joys above.

2. Oh, then, with hymns of praise
These hallowed courts shall ring;
Our voices we will raise
The three in One to sing
And thus proclaim
In joyful song,
Both loud and long.
That glorious name.

3. Here, gracious God, do Thou
Forevermore draw nigh;
Accept each faithful vow
And mark each suppliant sigh.
In copious shower
On all who pray
Each holy day,
Thy blessing pour.

4. Here may we gain from heaven
The grace which we implore,
And may that grace, once given,
Be with us evermore
Until that day
When all the blest
To endless rest
Are called away!
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The Sermon: Isaiah 65:1-9 (NKJV)
"I was sought by those who did not ask for Me; I was found by
those who did not seek Me. I said, `Here I am, here I am,' To a nation that
was not called by My name. 2 I have stretched out My hands all day long to
a rebellious people, Who walk in a way that is not good, According to their
own thoughts; 3 A people who provoke Me to anger continually to My face;
Who sacrifice in gardens, And burn incense on altars of brick; 4 Who sit
among the graves, And spend the night in the tombs; Who eat swine's
flesh, And the broth of abominable things is in their vessels; 5 Who say,
`Keep to yourself, Do not come near me, For I am holier than you!' These
are smoke in My nostrils, A fire that burns all the day. 6 "Behold, it is
written before Me: I will not keep silence, but will repay-- Even repay into
their bosom-- 7 Your iniquities and the iniquities of your fathers together,"
Says the LORD, "Who have burned incense on the mountains And
blasphemed Me on the hills; Therefore I will measure their former work
into their bosom." 8 Thus says the LORD: "As the new wine is found in the
cluster, And one says, `Do not destroy it, For a blessing is in it,' So will I do
for My servants' sake, That I may not destroy them all. 9 I will bring forth
descendants from Jacob, And from Judah an heir of My mountains; My
elect shall inherit it, And My servants shall dwell there.

God’s “Game” of Hide and Seek
I. He is purposefully bad at hiding (1-2)
II. We are rebelliously bad at seeking (3-7)
III. He is faithfully good at finding (8-9)

The Offertory
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Hymn 387:1-5 (TLH): Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice
1. Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice,
With exultation springing,
And, with united heart and voice
And holy rapture singing,
Proclaim the wonders God hath done,
How His right arm the victory won;
Right dearly it hath cost Him.

2. Fast bound in Satan's chains I lay,
Death brooded darkly o'er me,
Sin was my torment night and day,
In sin my mother bore me;
Yea, deep and deeper still I fell,
Life had become a living hell,
So firmly sin possessed me.

3. My own good works availed me naught,
No merit they attaining;
Free will against God's judgment fought,
Dead to all good remaining.
My fears increased till sheer despair
Left naught but death to be my share;
The pangs of hell I suffered.

4. But God beheld my wretched state
Before the world's foundation,
And, mindful of His mercies great,
He planned my soul's salvation.
A father's heart He turned to me,
Sought my redemption fervently:
He gave His dearest Treasure.

5. He spoke to His beloved Son:
'Tis time to have compassion.
Then go, bright Jewel of My crown,
And bring to man salvation;
From sin and sorrow set him free,
Slay bitter death for him that he
May live with Thee forever.

Prayer of the Church – The Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Benediction
The blessing given by God for His people (Numbers 6:24-26)

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
C Amen!

Hymn 32:2 (TLH): Redeemed, Restored, Forgiven
2. Once on the dreary mountain We wandered far and wide,
Far from the cleansing fountain, Far from the pierced side;
But Jesus sought and found us And washed our guilt away;
With cords of love He bound us To be His own for aye.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
“If the LORD wills, we will do this or that.” James 4:15

WELCOME EVERYONE! We pray that God’s Word and our worship today will help
you grow in the grace and knowledge of our Savior Jesus. We ask our visitors to
please sign our guest book. If you are looking for a church home, we hope you’ve
found it with us. Ask our Pastor about a free Bible study he offers to explain what
we believe, teach, and practice. Where and when? Your convenience.
OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT: The normal collection of the offering has been
omitted from this service. If you have an offering that you wish to contribute,
please deposit it in the gold plate on the shelf in the back of church.
MT. ZION CLOTHING ORDER forms are available in the back of church. Time is
running out! If you’re making an order, please fill out a form and hand it in with
payment to Pastor by November 1. Checks can be made out to “Mt. Zion.” You
can also pay via CashApp.
A BRIDAL SHOWER BRUNCH for Michelle VanderVoord is today following the
church service. All women of the congregation are invited and encouraged to
attend. Congratulations to the soon-to-be bride!
THE 4th QUARTER VOTERS MEETING is today at 3pm on Google Meet. Voters,
keep an eye on your email inbox for details on how to join. If you are not able to
attend, please inform President Wittorp asap.
JOINT REFORMATION SERVICE: Redeemer Lutheran Church in Sister Lakes, MI is
hosting a special afternoon Reformation Service next Sunday, November 1 at
4:00pm. Pastor Schaller from Redeemer, Pastor Wilke from Gethsemane in
Saginaw, and Pastor Naumann will all be participating in the special service which
will focus on the 500 year anniversary of the publishing of Martin Luther’s “Three
Treatises” (1520). If you need a ride, please talk to Pastor.
CLC CALL NEWS: Recently colloquized former WELS pastor Johnathan Schnose
has received two calls. The first to serve as resident vacancy pastor to Bethel,
Morris, MN. The second to serve as resident vacancy pastor to the joint parish
of Redeemer, Bowdle, SD and Zion, Ipswich, SD. <> Mrs. Bethany Gurgel has
returned the call to serve as ILC's part-time on-campus female mentor.
SERVING US THIS WEEK
October Usher: Matt Fobear <> Church Cleaning: Fobears
OUR RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL
In-Person Attendance 10/18/20 = 20 <> Online BC Attendance 10/21/20 = 10
Bi-Weekly
Total Offerings
Offerings Needed:
$2,615.38 Needed YTD:
$54,923.08
Bi-Weekly
Total Offerings
Offerings Received:
$3,290.00 Received YTD:
$65,863.56
Missions Offerings YTD (includes 4% of GB & individual offerings):
$2,756.54
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IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES AT MT. ZION
Today
10am
Worship Service
11:30am Bridal Shower Brunch for Michelle VanderVoord
3pm
4th Quarter Voters Meeting
Tue. 10/27
7pm
Outreach Committee Meeting
Wed. 10/28
7pm
Online Bible Class
Join with this link: meet.google.com/kpe-ctuk-qwd
Sun. 11/1
10am
Reformation Sunday Service
4pm
Joint Reformation Service
Redeemer Lutheran, Sister Lakes, MI
Tue. 11/10
7pm
Elders Meeting
7:30pm
Council Meeting
8pm
Trustees Meeting
Sun. 11/15
4pm
Cleveland Worship Service
IN OUR PRAYERS <> ENCOURAGEMENT LIST
Ephesians 6:18 “Be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.”

Jackie McGruder remains homebound as she continues to suffer from lupus, a
chronic autoimmune disease that attacks tissues and organs. Jay Sandeen (atdistance member in Columbus, OH) is currently serving with his Army National Guard
unit overseas in Kuwait. Pastor Naumann’s mother, Desirae Naumann of Clarkston,
WA, has stage four brain cancer and is receiving radiation and chemo treatment.
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