2017 Christmas Eve Service – Sunday, December 24, 7pm
Pastor Tom Naumann
Organist: Zaiga Hauserman

JESUS MADE HIS HOME WITH US!
Opening Prayer
"Oh Come All Ye Faithful" (TLH #102:1,2,4)
Oh, come, all ye faithful, triumphantly sing;
Come, see in the manger our Savior and King!
Refrain: To Bethlehem hasten with joyful accord;
Oh, come, let us adore Him, Oh, come, let us adore Him,
Oh, come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!
True Son of the Father, He comes from the skies;
To be born of a virgin He doth not despise. (Refrain)
To Thee, then, O Jesus, this day of Thy birth
Be glory and honor through heaven and earth,
True Godhead incarnate, omnipotent Word!
Oh, come, let us adore Him, Oh, come, let us adore Him,
Oh, come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!
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RESPONSIVE READING
P:
When the time was fully come, God sent forth his Son.
C:
Jesus was born to be our Redeemer
P:
The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.
C:
We have seen His glory, full of grace and truth.
P:
No one has ever seen God
C:
By faith we see Jesus, full of grace and truth.
P:
He is the very image of God
C:
All the fullness of God dwells in Him bodily.
P:
You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.
C:
Let us go and see this thing which has come to pass,
which the Lord has made known unto us.

“From Heaven Above” (TLH #85:1-3,13)
From heav'n above to earth I come
To bear good news to ev'ry home;
Glad tidings of great joy I bring,
Whereof I now will say and sing:
"To you this night is born a Child
Of Mary, chosen virgin mild;
This little Child of lowly birth,
Shall be the Joy of all the earth!
This is the Christ our God and Lord,
Who in all need shall aid afford;
He will Himself your Savior be
From all your sins to set you free.
Ah, dearest Jesus, Holy Child,
Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled,
Within my heart, that it may be
A quiet chamber kept for Thee.
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SERMONETTE
“Arise, shine; For your light has come!
And the glory of the LORD is risen upon you.”
Isaiah 60:1
Theme: GOD’S CHILDREN REJOICE!
Pastor The manger scene ... According to popular legend, it was almost 800 years ago
in an Italian village that the first manger scene was set up. With life-size figures, it was
placed in the town square. Since that time, our manger scenes have taken many
forms, from table-top stables and figurines of wood or ceramic, to lighted figures on
people's front lawns.
But what is the purpose of the manger scene? Its purpose is to help us better
appreciate what God has done for us by sending His beloved Son into such humble
poverty. God left the splendor of heaven and He became one of us. The manger scene
reminds that ...
“Jesus Made His Home with Us!”
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“Away in a Manger”
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus lay down His sweet head;
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay.
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.
I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
And bring us to heav-en, to live with Thee there..

I. THE PREDICTED HOME COMING!
(The Stable)
Pastor Let's set the stage for this real life drama. Jesus' birth in the stable is not when
the story of God's love first began. When we draw back the curtain of the ancient
prophecies of God's Word, we see that it was always part of God's plan to make His
home with us in order to save us from the curse of sin. The coming of God into human
flesh was predicted long before it actually happened.
In the beginning, just after creation, when Adam and Eve fell into sin in the Garden of
Eden, God’s love and mercy immediately announced the first Gospel promise of the
plan to save us. Jesus Christ, the “Seed of the Woman” would crush Satan’s power.
(Men) “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, And between your seed
and her Seed; He shall crush your head, And you shall bruise His heel." Genesis 3:15
Pastor God continued to remind His people of His plan to send Jesus into the World
so that even our families today would be blessed.
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(Women) "…God said to Abraham, 'And in your seed all the families of the earth shall
be blessed.'” Acts 3:25
Pastor The book of Isaiah has been called the Gospel of the Old Testament. 800 years
before the first Christmas, we have the LORD’s clear promise:
(Men) "Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name
Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14
(Women) For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will
be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6
“Oh, Come, Little Children”
Oh, come, little children, O come one and all,
To Bethlehem haste, to the manger so small,
God’s Son for a gift has been sent you this night
To be your Redeemer, your Joy and Delight.
He’s born in a stable for you and for me,
Draw near by the bright gleaming starlight to see,
In swaddling clothes lying, so meek and so mild
And purer than angels, the heavenly Child.
Kneel down and adore Him with shepherds today,
Lift up little hands now and praise Him as they,
Rejoice that a Savior from sin you can boast
And join in the song of the heavenly host.

6

II. THE HOMECOMING
(Baby Jesus, Mary, Joseph)
Pastor The manger scene tells us that the God who created the universe, became an
actual human being. He came to earth and made His home with us. But what a home
Jesus' first dwelling was! Compare Jesus' first home to what most children in our
country come home to everyday. Jesus did not live in a home of wall to wall carpet,
with gas or electric heating, cozy beds, and comfortable furniture. Jesus was born in
a stable -- a stable probably built into the side of a hill -- a stable with all the sights,
sounds, and smells typical of such a place.
What made Jesus leave His glorious and perfect home in heaven and live in a place
like that? One word answers the question: LOVE! LOVE made Jesus take on our
humanity so that He could take away all our hurts! This is how it happened ...
Recitation - Luke 2:1-7
(All) And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar
Augustus that all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when
Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the
city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of
David:) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.
And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she
should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in
the inn.
"Joy to the World" (TLH #87:1,4)
Joy to the world! The Lord is come;
Let earth receive her King.
Let every heart -- Prepare Him room,
And heaven and nature sing, ", ".
He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of -- His righteousness,
And wonders of His love, ", ".
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III. HOMECOMING ANNOUNCEMENT
(The Angel)
Pastor The story of Christ Jesus has been called the greatest story ever told. But what
if it had been the greatest story never told? What if the birth of Jesus had been kept
a secret? In His mercy, God would not allow that to happen. But isn't it true that we
are often guilty of keeping this best of all news to ourselves?
When a baby is born, do we keep it to ourselves? No! we tell everyone we know.
Dozens of birth announcements are sent out to family and friends. How can we keep
the marvelous homecoming of Jesus a secret? The angels sure couldn't. When we
see a manger scene, we remember how important it was for those heavenly
messengers to be present ...

"Hark the Herald, Angels Sing" (TLH #94:1,4)
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new-born King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!"
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies;
With th' angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new-born King!"
Come Desire of nations, come, Fix in us Thy humble home;
Oh, to all Thyself impart, Formed in each believing heart!
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new-born King;"
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!"
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new-born King!"
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Recitation - Luke 2:8-20
(All) “And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and
the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.”
“And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great
joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”
And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes,
lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God, and saying,
"Glory to God in the highest,
And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!"
And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the
shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing
which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.
And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a
manger. And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was
told them concerning this Child. And all they that heard it wondered at those things
which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things, and pondered
them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the
things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.
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"Go Tell It On the Mountain" (WS #706:1-3)
(REFRAIN): Go tell it one the mountain,
Over the hills and everywhere;
Go tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born.
While Shepherds kept their watching
O'er silent flocks by night
Behold, throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light. (refrain)
The shepherds feared and trembled
When, lo! above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus
That hailed our Savior's birth. (refrain)
Down in a lowly manger
The humble Christ was born
And God sent us salvation
That blessed Christmas morn. (refrain)
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IV. HOMECOMING GIFTS
Pastor What else do we needs to be mentioned from the manger scene? What about
the wisemen? As you may know, the wisemen did not arrive in Bethlehem the night
of Jesus' birth. Jesus, in fact, may have already reached the age of two before the
wisemen ever laid eyes on him.
Yet the wisemen are an important part of the story of how God Made His Home with
Us! For the actions of the wisemen remind us of how thankful we can be for the gift
of Immanuel – God-with-us! What a great privilege to offer Jesus our gifts of thanks!
(Men) Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, "Where is He who has
been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to
worship Him." Matthew 2:1-2
(Women) "And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with
Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their
treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh." Matthew 2:11
Offering of Thankful Hearts
"As with Gladness Men of Old" (TLH #127:1,3)
As with gladness men of old
Did the guiding star behold;
As with joy they hailed its light
Leading onward, beaming bright,
So, most gracious Lord, may we
Evermore be led by Thee!
As they offered gifts most rare
At Thy cradle, rude and bare,
So may we with holy joy,
Pure and free from sin's alloy,
All our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to Thee, our heavenly King!
11

THE CROSS

Pastor What more can be said about the manger scene? Have we missed anything?
Let’s not forget THE CROSS! We have already said that the cross was a part of Jesus'
homecoming. But let us all fully realize that the cross was the very reason for Jesus
coming to make His home with us! The shadow of the cross hung over the manger
scene. It has been said that Jesus is the reason for the season. It would be more
accurate to say that Jesus and His cross are the reason for the season! If we don't see
the cross in Christmas we miss the entire point of Christmas! Baby Jesus was born to
die -- to die in our place as sin's punishment! A familiar Christmas hymn asks the
question, "What Child is This?" Let us hear the answer from Holy Scripture:
(Men) “He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The
chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed.” Isa. 53:5
(Women) "Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse
for us for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree.'" Gal. 3:13
(Men) "He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall
He not with Him also freely give us all things?" Romans 8:32
(Women) "Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice
to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.” Ephesians 5:2
12

(Men) "Our Great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, gave Himself for us to redeem us from
all wickedness" Titus 2:14.
(Women) "... the Son of God ... loved me and gave Himself for me" Galatians 2:20
(Men) "Christ Jesus gave Himself a ransom for all." 1 Timothy 2:6
(Women) "He suffered death, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for
everyone" Hebrews 2:9
"O Little Town of Bethlehem" (TLH #647:1,4)
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
Yet in thy darkness shineth the everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell:
Oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!
The Main Message - John 3:16
(All) "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life."
“God Love Me Dearly” (WS #709:1,3,4)
God loves me dearly, grants me salvation
God loves me dearly, loves even me.
Therefore I'll say again; God loves me dearly
God loves me dearly, loves even me.
He sent forth Jesus, that true Redeemer,
He sent forth Jesus, and set me free.
Therefore I'll say again; God loves me dearly
God loves me dearly, loves even me.
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Jesus my Savior, Himself did offer.
Jesus my Savior, paid all I owed.
Therefore I'll say again; God loves me dearly
God loves me dearly, loves even me.

P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

RESPONSIVE PRAYER
Among our precious children dear,
Lord, Jesus, come, and make your home.
With all who come to worship here,
Lord, Jesus, come, and make your home.
Within the homes in which we dwell,
Lord, Jesus, come, and make your home.
Where people seek your praise to tell,
Lord, Jesus, come, and make your home.
Where there is need or want or pain,
Lord, Jesus, come, and make your home.
Where mourners seek to hope again,
Lord, Jesus, come, and make your home.
With loved ones who are far away,
Lord, Jesus, come, and make your home.
With all who watch and wait and pray,
Lord, Jesus, come, and make your home.
Whene'er we hear Your Word of grace,
Lord, Jesus, come, and make your home.
Until in heav'n we take our place,
Lord, Jesus, come, and make your home.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (All)
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever, Amen.
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THE LORD’S BLESSING
P:
The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make his face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.
C:
Amen.

Closing Anthem "Silent Night" (TLH #646) (Sung by Candlelight)
Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright,
Round yon virgin mother and Child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heav'nly hosts sing Alleluia,
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ the Savior is born!
Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love's pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth! Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth!
W E L C O M E ! to all, especially our guests and visitors. It is our prayer that today’s
Christmas message will work in your heart God's gift of faith that trusts in His greatest
gift of all -- Jesus Christ His Son and our Savior. Please join us for our regular Sunday
10:00 a.m. worship to help you carry the joy and peace of Christmas all year round!

A blessed Christmas to all!
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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