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The 23rd Sunday after Pentecost
Pre-Service Devotion: Matthew 24:30-31
Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the
earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with
power and great glory. 31 And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and
they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

Today’s Worship!
Greeting and Prayer
Opening Hymn 604 (red hymnal): Great God, What do I See and Hear?
The Invocation
We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

P We begin our Savior’s worship service today in the name of the Father, and of

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen!

The Confession and Absolution of Sins
We come before our Holy God recognizing that we are sinful and daily need His forgiveness.

P We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve

Him as His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him and deserve only His
wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to Him and plead
for His mercy.
C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless
ways I have sinned against You and do not deserve to be called Your child.
But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to Your
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
P God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt forever. You
are His own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to His will!
C Amen!
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Lord, Have Mercy

Kyrie

Glory to God in the Highest

Gloria in Excelsis
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The Prayer for the Day
The main thoughts for the day are collected together in this prayer.

P Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, be gracious to your people who pray to you. Do
not deal with us according to your justice, but according to your mercy grant
us pardon and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

The Old Testament Reading: Amos 5:18-24
Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! Why would you have the day of the
LORD? It is darkness, and not light, 19 as if a man fled from a lion, and a bear met him, or
went into the house and leaned his hand against the wall, and a serpent bit him. 20 Is not
the day of the LORD darkness, and not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? 21 "I
hate, I despise your feasts, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 22 Even
though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; and
the peace offerings of your fattened animals, I will not look upon them. 23 Take away
from me the noise of your songs; to the melody of your harps I will not listen. 24 But let
justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

The Gospel Reading: Matthew 25:1-13
"Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and
went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 For
when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took flasks
of oil with their lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and
slept. 6 But at midnight there was a cry, 'Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet
him.' 7 Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish said to the
wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' 9 But the wise answered,
saying, 'Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and
buy for yourselves.' 10 And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and
those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. 11
Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, 'Lord, lord, open to us.' 12 But he
answered, 'Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.' 13 Watch therefore, for you know
neither the day nor the hour.
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P Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.

The Apostle’s Creed
We boldly confess what we believe.

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

Maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Hymn 609: Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying
The Sermon: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are
asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14 For since we believe
that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those
who have fallen asleep. 15 For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we
who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who
have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of
command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God.
And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will
always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.

Christ is Coming Back
I. Be Ready
II. Stay Steady

The Offertory
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Hymn 794 (tan supplement): Jerusalem, Jerusalem
The Offering of Thankful Hearts
In tangible evidence of our gratitude, we offer the Lord the gift of our money,
remembering that He has first given to us that we might have to give to Him.

Prayer of the Church – The Lord’s Prayer
The Service of the Sacrament
Now we approach the second high point of the liturgy, the Sacrament, in which the Lord
comes to bless us with His very body and blood. We move toward the Sacrament
with prayers of thanksgiving and songs of adoration.

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them up to the Lord.
P It is right and beneficial that we should at all times and in all places give

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God. Therefore
with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, we magnify Your
glorious Name, evermore praising You and saying…

Holy, Holy, Holy

Sanctus
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Words of Institution
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread.

And when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying,
“Take, eat. This is My body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.”
In the same way He took the cup, after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to
them saying, “Drink of it, all of you. This cup is the new covenant in My blood,
which is shed for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always!

Lamb of God

Agnus Dei

Distribution of the Sacrament
Communion Today is for Members Only Please
We don't judge anyone's faith, but we do stand up for our own. The Bible teaches what we call "Close
Communion," that is, God wants you to commune only with those people with whom you are agreed in
ALL the Bible's teachings. This belief is based upon the Bible passages listed below. Therefore, if you are
a guest with us today, and BEFORE you come up to commune with us, you'll want to find out if our church
teaches what the Bible does! The pastor would be happy to discuss this with you at your convenience!
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•
•

1 Corinthians 1:10 "Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be
perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment."
I Corinthians 11:26-30 "For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim
the Lord's death till He comes. Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the
Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But let a man
examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that cup. For he who eats and
drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord's
body."

O Lord, Now Let Your Servant

Nunc Dimittis
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P Go in peace. Serve the Lord with gladness.

Thanksgiving

The Benediction
The blessing given by God for His people (Numbers 6:24-26)

P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
C Amen!

Closing Hymn 343:1-3 (red hymnal):
How Lovely Shines the Morning Star
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Announcements
“If the LORD wills, we will do this or that.” James 4:15

Welcome Everyone! Especially any visitors who may be with us. We are glad you are here
and invite you to join us again soon in our worship of the One true God; Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. If you are looking for a church home, we hope you’ve found it with us. If you’d
like to become a member, we offer a FREE “Information Course” in which the Pastor will
meet with you at your convenience to study and discuss the Bible’s teachings. Just ask!
Midweek Advent Services: Advent means “coming.” Advent season is the time when we
look forward to the celebration of when Christ came into the world to begin His mission
of redemption. Beginning on December 6 at 7pm, Mt. Zion will be holding 3 midweek
advent services. Midweek services are a great way to look forward to the greatest of all
Christmas presents: our Savior Jesus! We are planning to conduct a three-way pulpit
exchange with Gethsemane in Saginaw and Redeemer in Sister Lakes for the 3 midweek
advent services.
CLC Call News: The Rev. Andrew Schaller, pastor of Calvary Lutheran, Marquette, MI has
returned the call to serve as co-pastor of Immanuel Lutheran, Mankato, MN.
Christmas Game Night: On Friday, December 15, @7pm, the Outreach Committee will be
hosting a Christmas Game Night. The event will be held at Mt. Zion. It should be a great
evening of fun and fellowship! More info coming soon!
Important Dates at Mt. Zion
Today 11/12 10am
11am
11:30am
Sun. 11/19
9am
10am
Sun. 11/26
10am
11am
12pm
Sun. 12/3
10am
Wed. 12/6
7pm
Sun. 12/10
11am
Fri. 12/15
7pm
Sun. 12/24
7pm

Worship Service with Communion
Brief voters meeting to elect officers
Women’s Group Meeting
Lay Bible Class
Lay Service (Pastor Naumann out of town)
Thanksgiving Service
Church Christmas Decorating
Potluck Meal
Advent Season Begins
First Mid-Week Advent Service
Church Council Meeting
Church Christmas Game Night @ Mt. Zion
Christmas Eve Service (No morning service)
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Portions of the liturgy are from Lutheran Service Book ©2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. License #000014224. "Lord, Have Mercy," ©2000 by John C. Reim.
All rights reserved. Used by permission. Verse – Tune and Setting: ©1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer. The remaining portions of the liturgy printed are in the public domain. Scripture
quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.
All rights reserved.
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