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3rd Sunday in Lent 
 

 
 

Pre-Service Personal Prayer: Almighty and everlasting God, during this Lenten Season You 
graciously offer to us the forgiveness of sins, life, and eternal salvation for the sake of the 
bitter sufferings and death of Your dear Son. Send Your Holy Spirit that we may by faith 
lay hold of Your offer of grace and mercy. Moved by Your Gospel, we give continual thanks 
and praise to You, and count on Your strength to live our lives obedient to Your will. In 
JesusΩ name, Amen.  
 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ²ƻrship! 
 

Greeting and Prayer 
 

Opening Hymn 157 (red hymnal): There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood 
 

The Invocation 
²Ŝ ƛƴǾƻƪŜ όάŎŀƭƭ ǳǇƻƴέύ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǘǊǳŜ DƻŘ ς Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

P  ²Ŝ ōŜƎƛƴ ƻǳǊ {ŀǾƛƻǊΩǎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen!  
 

The Confession and Absolution of Sins 
We come before our Holy God recognizing that we are sinful and daily need His forgiveness. 

P  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve 
Him as His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him and deserve only His 
wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to Him and plead 
for His mercy. 

C  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 

ways I have sinned against You and do not deserve to be called Your child. 

But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to Your 

unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

P  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 

innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt forever. You 

are His own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to His will! 

C  Amen!  
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Lord, Have Mercy   Kyrie 

 
 
 

 
 
Glory to God in the Highest   Gloria in Excelsis 

 
 

  

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Prayer for the Day 
The main thoughts for the day are collected together in this prayer. 

P  Let us pray.  
Almighty God, look with favor upon the desires of your humble servants, and 
stretch out the right hand of your power to defend us against all our enemies. 
We come to you through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
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The Old Testament Reading: Exodus 20:1-17 

And God spoke all these words, saying, 2 "I am the LORD your God, who brought you 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 3 "You shall have no other gods before 
me. 4 "You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in 
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5 You 
shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of 
those who hate me, 6 but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and 
keep my commandments. 7 "You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for 
the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain. 8 "Remember the Sabbath 
day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is 
a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your 
daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who 
is within your gates. 11 For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that 
is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and 
made it holy.  

12 "Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that 
the LORD your God is giving you. 13 "You shall not murder. 14 "You shall not commit adultery. 
15 "You shall not steal. 16 "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 17 "You 
shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his male 
servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's."  

 

The Gospel Reading: John 2:13-22 
The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the 

temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-
changers sitting there. 15 And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, 
with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-changers and 
overturned their tables. 16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, "Take these things away; 
do not make my Father's house a house of trade." 17 His disciples remembered that it was 
written, "Zeal for your house will consume me."  

18 So the Jews said to him, "What sign do you show us for doing these things?" 19 
Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up." 20 The Jews 
then said, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three 
days?" 21 But he was speaking about the temple of his body. 22 When therefore he was 
raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the 
Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
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P  Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Nicene Creed 
We boldly confess what we believe. 
 

C  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth  

and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  

begotten of His Father before all worlds,  
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,  
begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father,  
by whom all things were made;  
Who for us men and for our salvation  
came down from heaven 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary  
and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered and was buried; 
And the third day He rose again  

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven,  
and sits on the right hand of the Father. 
And He will come again with glory to judge  

both the living and the dead, 
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Whose kingdom shall have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

The Lord and giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son together  

is worshiped and glorified,  
who spoke by the Prophets.  
And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.  
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,  
and I look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Hymn 371 (red hymnal): Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness 
 

The Sermon: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 

are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the 
wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate." 20 Where is the wise person? Where 
is the teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish 
the wisdom of the world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom 
did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save 
those who believe. 22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach 
Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom 
God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 
For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is 
stronger than human strength.  

26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of 
you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble 
birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the 
weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world 
and the despised things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are, 29 so that 
no one may boast before him. 30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has 
become for us wisdom from God--that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 
Therefore, as it is written: "Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord."  

 

The Cross is True Wisdom 
LΦ DƻŘΩǎ ŦƻƻƭƛǎƘƴŜǎǎ ōǊƛƴƎǎ Řƻǿƴ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ 
LLΦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ 
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The Offertory 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hymn 390 (red hymnal): Drawn to the Cross, which Thou hast Blest 
 

The Offering of Thankful Hearts 
In tangible evidence of our gratitude, we offer the Lord the gift of our money,  
remembering that He has first given to us that we might have to give to Him. 

 

Prayer of the Church  
 

¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ 
C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 



8 

 

The Service of the Sacrament 
Now we approach the second high point of the liturgy, the Sacrament, in which the Lord 
comes to bless us with His very body and blood. We move toward the Sacrament 
with prayers of thanksgiving and songs of adoration. 
 

P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them up to the Lord. 
P  It is right and beneficial that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, we magnify Your 
ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ bŀƳŜΣ ŜǾŜǊƳƻǊŜ ǇǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΧ 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy   Sanctus 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Words of Institution 
 

P  Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread. 
And when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, 
ά¢ŀƪŜΣ ŜŀǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ aȅ ōƻŘȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ 5ƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ǊŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ 
ƳŜΦέ 
In the same way He took the cup, after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to 
ǘƘŜƳ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά5Ǌƛƴƪ ƻŦ ƛǘΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎǳǇ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ƛƴ aȅ ōƭƻƻŘΣ 
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which is shed for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
ǊŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ aŜΦέ 
The peace of the Lord be with you always! 
 

Lamb of God   Agnus Dei 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Distribution of the Sacrament 
 

Communion Today is for Members Only Please 
 

We don't judge anyone's faith, but we do stand up for our own.  The Bible teaches what we call 
"Close Communion," that is, God wants you to commune only with those people with whom you 
are agreed in ALL the Bible's teachings.  This belief is based upon the Bible passages listed 
below.  Therefore, if you are a guest with us today, and BEFORE you come up to commune with 
us, you'll want to find out if our church teaches what the Bible does!  The pastor would be happy 
to discuss this with you at your convenience!  

¶ 1 Corinthians 1:10  "Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, 
but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment."  

¶ I Corinthians 11:26-30  "For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you 
proclaim the Lord's death till He comes.  Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks 
this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood of 
the Lord.  But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread and drink 
of that cup.  For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks 
judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord's body." 
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O Lord, Now Let Your Servant   Nunc Dimittis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

P  Go in peace. Serve the Lord with gladness.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


