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The 1st Sunday after Christmas 
 
 
Pre-Service Devotion: Luke 2:10-11  
And the angel said to them, "Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy 
that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  
 

Today’s Worship! 
 

Greeting and Prayer 
 

Opening Hymn 90:1-6 (red hymnal): Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising 
 

The Invocation 
We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

P We begin our Savior’s worship service today in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen!  
 

The Confession and Absolution of Sins 
We come before our Holy God recognizing that we are sinful and daily need His forgiveness.  

 

P We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve 
Him as His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him and deserve only His 
wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to Him and plead 
for His mercy. 

C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 

ways I have sinned against You and do not deserve to be called Your child. 

But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to Your 

unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

P God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 

innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt forever. You 

are His own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to His will! 

C Amen!  
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Lord, Have Mercy   Kyrie 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing   Gloria in Excelsis 
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The Prayer for the Day 
The main thoughts for the day are collected together in this prayer. 

P Let us pray.  
Almighty and eternal God, direct our actions that we may always please you. 
Open our eyes by the power of the Holy Spirit that we may see and confess 
the Christ Child as the Redeemer of all men. We ask this for Jesus’ sake, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

The Epistle Reading: Galatians 4:4-7 
 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 
born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son 
into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a 
son, then an heir through God. 

 

The Gospel Reading: Luke 2:22-40 
 

And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, 
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the 
Law of the Lord, "Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord") 
24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, "a pair of 
turtledoves, or two young pigeons." 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name 
was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of 
Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came 
in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for 
him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God 
and said,  

29 "Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your 
word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 31 that you have prepared in the presence 
of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people 
Israel."  

33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, "Behold, this child is appointed for 
the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will 
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pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be 
revealed."  

36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when 
she was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart 
from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at 
that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were 
waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.  

39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, 
they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and 
became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.  

 
 
P Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.  
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The Apostle’s Creed 
We boldly confess what we believe. 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth. 

     I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Hymn 98 (red hymnal): Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
 
 

The Sermon: Isaiah 62:1-3 
For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not be quiet, 

until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her salvation as a burning torch. 2 
The nations shall see your righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and you shall be 
called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will give. 3 You shall be a crown of 
beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

 

Jesus is the Gift that Keeps on Giving 
I. He gives you His Word 

II. He gives you His Righteousness and Salvation 
III. He gives you His Highest Honors 
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The Offertory 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hymn 76 (red hymnal): A Great and Mighty Wonder 
 

The Offering of Thankful Hearts 
In tangible evidence of our gratitude, we offer the Lord the gift of our money,  
remembering that He has first given to us that we might have to give to Him. 

 

Prayer of the Church – The Lord’s Prayer 
 

The Benediction 
The blessing given by God for His people (Numbers 6:24-26) 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

C Amen!  
 

Closing Hymn 92 (red hymnal): Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 
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Announcements 
“If the LORD wills, we will do this or that.” James 4:15 

 

Welcome Everyone! Especially any visitors who may be with us. We are glad you are here 
and invite you to join us again soon in our worship of the One true God; Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. If you are looking for a church home, we hope you’ve found it with us. If you’d 
like to become a member, we offer a FREE “Information Course” in which the Pastor will 
meet with you at your convenience to study and discuss the Bible’s teachings. Just ask! 
 

Outreach Committee Statement of Purpose: At their December meeting, Mt. Zion’s 
outreach committee approved a statement of purpose concerning its goals and 
objectives. Copies of the statement can be found pinned to the bulletin board near the 
church mailboxes.  
 

Annual Voters Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 14 after service.  
 

Installation of Church Officers: At our November election meeting the following men 
were elected to serve as officers for 2018: President = Randy Wittorp; Vice 
President/Treasurer/Elder = Matt Fobear; Secretary/Trustee = Steven Fobear; Financial 
Secretary = Nathan Fobear. These men will be installed next Sunday during the worship 
service. (note: Ben Mueller is entering the second year of his three-year term as a Trustee) 
 

Two Delegates Needed: Two voting age men from our congregation are needed to 

represent Mt. Zion at the 33rd General Convention of the CLC in Eau Claire, WI June 21-

24. Please speak to the Pastor if you would like to be considered for this important work 

of the LORD’s Kingdom. 
 

CLC Call News: Immanuel Lutheran, Mankato, MN as called the Rev. Neal Radichel, pastor 

of Luther Memorial, Fond du Lac, WI to be its co-pastor. 
 

Important Dates at Mt. Zion 
Sun. 1/7 9am Bible Class 
 10am Worship Service with Communion 
 11am Church Council Meeting 
Sun. 1/14 11am Annual Voters Meeting 
Wed. 1/24 7pm Outreach Committee Meeting 
Wed. 2/14  Ash Wednesday 

 

 
Portions of the liturgy are from Lutheran Service Book ©2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. License #000014224. "Lord, Have Mercy," ©2000 by John C. Reim. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. Verse – Tune and Setting: ©1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer. The remaining portions of the liturgy printed are in the public domain. Scripture 
quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved.                                                                                     


